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Federal agents carried out raids in Oregon, 

: Arizona, Virginia and New York Dec. 7 during . 
i which they arrested six activists on charges 
| that they were involved in a number of arson - 
; attacks blamed on the Animal Liberation Front; 

; (ALF) and Earth Liberation Front (ELF). 
Daniel McGowan, Sarah Flarvey, Chelsea 
Gerlach, Kevin Tubbs, Stanislas Meyerhoff and | 
• William Rodgers were arrested. The Catalyst~~ 
Infoshop-in Prescott, Arizona where Rodgers 
lived was thoroughly searched. The arrests 
were apparently part of a nine year federal 
I investigation and if. is possible that more 
arrests will be made. Most of those arrested 
: are being charged with multiple felonies and 
could face life in prison if convicted. 

Support groups for those arrested have 
asked the alternative media to be very careful 
' about what we write regarding these cases. In 
an Orwellian twist on “innocent until proven 
guilty,” the government has been using media 
reports about the arrests to smear those 
arrested. We have every reason to assume 
that all those arrested are innocent of the 
crimes of which they are accused, and that 
they will eventually be found innocent and 
released 


In the post- 9/11 climate, it may be difficult 
for the arrestees to get a fair trial given 
sensational media coverage and 
government attempts to paint ALF/ELF 
actions as “terrorism.” 
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We also have every reason to believe that 
people everywhere will continue to resist 
industries and institutions that destroy the 
earth. Finally, we have every reason to believe 
that the government will do everything it can 
to frighten the environmental movement by 
infiltrating • our circles, recording our 
conversations, and framing-up innocent 
activists. We won’t be scared and we won’t 
stop our activism. Many of us know some of the 
folks who have been arrested and our hearts 
reach out to them through the prison bars. 
Stay strong. 

Events have moved quickly since the arrests. 
On December 21, Rodgers, 40, allegedly 
committed suicide in his jail cell with a_plastic 
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bag. (See obituary, page 6 .) His supposed 
suicide came on the heels of the release of an 
affidavit from a federal agent in mid- 
December. The affidavit revealed that |i 
cooperating government witness (snitch), 
believed to be Jacob “jake the snake” 
Ferguson, had worked closely with the 
government. Ferguson allegedly taped 
numerous conversations with a number of the 
arrestees. Also in mid-December, arrestee 
Meyerhoff was reported to be cooperating 
with the police by accusing his co-defendan 
of involvement in some of the alleged crimes 
order to save himself. There are unconfirmed 
reports that another one of the arrestees may 

also be cooperating with the police. - 

Currently McGowan, 31, Gerlach, 28, and 




By Kent Harris ^ 


Imagine it’s Chicago, 1930’s. The country is 
reeling from the depression, homes and 
farmlands have been absconded by banks and 
I pre-GMO agri-capitalists and the uprooted 
homeless line the streets. Gangsters terrorize 
' communities with shakedowns and shootouts, 
speakeasies on every city block. Meanwhile 
corrupt police and politicians arrive at crime 
scenes when they’re told to and say what 
they’re told to say. Everything and everyone is 
| for sale, cheap. Not too hard to imagine? — 
welcome to Oaksterdam 2 K, Oakland, 

I California. In 1996 California voters passed 
Proposition 215 - the “Compassionate Use” 
law - legalizing the possession and use of 
I medical marijuana with a doctor’s 
recommendation. The law, however, did not 
outline how the medical marijuana would be 
| produced or sold... 

In 2002, I was an unemployed union sheet 
I metal mechanic in Washington state. Boeing, 
lintel and other union employers had gone 
[overseas (some with U.S. contracts) to find 
[cheap labor. When the earthquake rocked the 
■state capital in Olympia the word came from 
■the white house that federal funds would not 
I be contributed to repairs unless the work 
I went to non-union contractors, for the first 
[time in Washington’s history. While all his 


rve seen a few owners disappear 
while their workers sat in jail 
cells- your boss takes your labor, 
the state and federal authorities 
take your taxes, and you take the 
rap - Oaksterdam, 2K. 


I killed at least 12 fish the year I was four, 
none of them on purpose. First overfeeding, 
then underfeeding. Once I forgot to clean the 
tank and they all jumped onto the rug. It was a 
hard way to learn about death, killing things 
by accident. However, I think it has made me 
more conscious of treating things well when 
they are in my care. I also learned that when 
things are dead, they don't come back. 

Few of us ever learn to grieve well, and most 
people are told outright, lies about what 
happens to people when they are dead. 
Whatever comfort we find in thinking that 
dead people are sleeping or living on some 
other planet or haunting the backyard, it will 
never bypass having to accept that they are 
not physically with us, but their influence can 
continue. What if we learned instead to 
' consider everything transitory, and thus joyful 
for its presence in our lives right now? Or 
that not everything survives because if it did, 
there wouldn't be room for everything that 

What if we learned instead 
to consider everything 
transitory, and thos joyful 
for its presence in our lives 
right now? 
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does? Or that this world is not fair or just, 
but we can find balance regardless? I believe 
in making up our own stories about death, ones 
that help us cope with the raw pain and the dull 
aching emptiness, until the memories are 
enough. I know of one child who decided that, 
when her grandmother died, she had an 
invisible extra body that was always with her in 
case of accident. It was a wonderful way to let 
her grapple with mortality as she got used to 
the idea of gram not being around any more. 
WHAT WE GRIEVE FOR 
Sometimes people must grieve for people 
who haven't died, but still are no longer a part 
of their lives. Moving away from friends or 
leaving a lover are cause for grief just as much 
death is. I have grieved for everything from 

- ■ - n the loss of a parent, friend and pet, to movina 

unemployment extension to play when Ray leaving a job I loved, and ending a pregnancy 
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decided — Wasniugton was getting old. as we take the missina we 
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history. While all his partners were abandoning 
prisons for him, President Halliburton was 
busy driving nails into the coffin of American 
labor. I was holding out: I had one more 


I’m running a cannabis club.” 

“A what?" 

"Don’t worry, it’s all legit. Be here 
tomorrow morning at eight: we start at ten.” 

“Ray — that’s seven hundred miles!” 

“I need you here tomorrow — can you do it? 

So I headed south. Ray met me and led me to 
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and to compensate for our losses. It's not 
enough (though it may help sometimes) to 
medicate the sadness with pills or food or 
shopping bags. It's really important to find 
new ways to fill that cup. 

IF YOU KNOW IT'S COMING 
If someone is fortunate enough to anticipate 

orv pfy- 
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Slingshot is an independent, radical, 
quarterly newspaper published in Berkeley 
since 1988. 

Welcome to issue #89, still running! We 
apologize to all our readers for our delayed 
publication.We planned to have an issue in 
December but after the deadline, the 
collective felt that we did not have enough 
good articles to spend the time, money and 
energy required to create the paper. Sooo, 
thanks for waiting! Here we are with more 
information about the crazy world out there, 
spending a rainy weekend using our hands and 
brains to lay out this paper. 

In agonizing about the poor selection of 
articles a month ago, it became clear that the 
context surrounding radical publishing is 
changing in an internet dominated world. Ten 
years ago, if a non-mainstream voice wanted to 
be heard, they had to make a zine and then 
make as many copies as money or copy-scams 
would allow. Or, one could mail it to Fifth 
Estate, the Earth First! Journal or Slingshot. 
Nowadays, anyone with an opinion can make a 
blog or post to a website in a few minutes. 
Thus, when the Slingshot collective asks 
around to get some articles, a lot less people 
are willing to put in the energy because they’ve 
already satisfied their need to write. 

We think the development of the internet 
and the way it democratizes information is 
great. BUT, publishing stuff on paper is still 
important. The collective process and editing 
— less common with the internet — often 
improve ideas and information. Plus, a 
publication on paper permits distribution to 
people who might not otherwise be looking at 
radical blogs or websites. In an internet 
dominated world, strongly opinionated people 
increasingly spend time talking to themselves 
and other people who already agree, rather 
than reaching out to new communities and 
individuals. We hope talented writers with 
smart politics and good organization skills will 
save a little bit of their writing energy for us 
and other paper-based media. Nuf said. 

What else to write? Ohhhh yeahhhh!!! Guess 
whattt!!! Slingshot is having its 18th B-day on 
March 9... that meannnnnnnsss... we are old 
enough to have sex and watch tons of porn and 
smoke millions of cigarettes but instead, we 
ain’t doing that ‘cuz we are here making the 
paper. 

Slingshot is always looking to promote 
growth, change, and dialogue out in this big 
world and we are always on the lookout for new 
writers, artists, editors, photographers, 
translators, distributors and independent 
thinkers to help us make this paper. If you send 
something written, please be open to editorial 
changes. We hope to resume translating some 
articles into Spanish next issue. 

Editorial decisions are made by the 
Slingshot collective, but not all the articles 
reflect the opinions of all collective members. 
We welcome debate, constructive criticism and 
discussion. 

Thanks to the people who worked on this: 
Artnoose, Heafty Lefty, Cara, Eggplant, 
Gregg, Glenn, Maneli, MisTakE, Molly and PB. 

Slingshot New Volunteer Meeting 

Volunteers interested in getting involved 
with Slingshot can come to the new volunteer 
meeting on February 19th at 5 p.m. at the 
Long Haul in Berkeley (see below). 

Article Deadline and Next Issue Date 

Submit your articles for issue 90 by March 
25, 2006 at 3 p.m. We expect the next issue 
out on April 9th. 

Volume 1, Number 89, Circulation 14,000 
Printed January 19th, 2006 

Slingshot Newspaper 

Sponsored by Long Haul 

3124 Shattuck Ave. Berkeley, CA 94705 

Phone: (510) 540-0751 

slingshot@tao.ca • www.slingshot.tao.ca 
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i Circulation Information 

Slingshot is free in the Bay Area and is available at I 
Long Haul and Bound Together Books (SF), plus lots of 1 
| other places. Contact us or come by if you want to I 
| distribute Slingshot for free in the Bay Area. 

Subscriptions to Slingshot are free to prisoners, low 
income and anyone in the USA who owns a Slingshot 
organizer, or cost $1 per issue. International is $2.50 per 
issue. Back issues are also available for the cost of 
postage. National free distribution program: Outside of 
the Bay Area, we ll mail a stack of free copies of Slingshot 
to distributors, infoshops, bookstores and random ' 
friendly individuals for FREE in the US if they give l em out | 
for free. 


Thanks to everyone who bought a 2006 
Slingshot organizer — selling the organizer 
pays for us to publish this paper. We still have 
some organizers available — see the end of 
this for information on purchasing one. Please 
note: we are currently out of the spiral bound 
size but we may get some returns. If you are a 
bookstore and you have extra spiral size, 
please return them now so we can re¬ 
distribute them to the many people who have 
been asking for one. 

Folks with a spiral bound organizer may have 
noticed a minor binding problem -16 pages at 
the end of the book (starting with “Heroin 
overdose prevention” and ending with 
“Apocalypse Now”) are out of order! You can 
fix the problem Do It Yourself style in about 2 
minutes, and at the same time laminate your 
.cover so the whole thing doesn’t fall apart so 
easily. 

Use a small pair of pliers (needle nose work 
great) to unbend the crimped end of the spiral 
wire, then spiral the wire out of the book. 
Then, reorganize the pages that are out of 
order so they make sense. The correcforder 
, of the pages on the right side of the book 
; should be: (1) Booklist (2) Herbs and natural 
I healing (3) Foot reflexology (4) How to tell if 
' ( you are ovulating-(5) Heroin/downer overdose 
j prevention (6) page 2 of the police feature 
I (starts with small text "to tell them anything 
l( other than your name and address”) (7) 
I Radical contact list (8) Midwest USA (9) 
continuation of Canada section (starts with 
"The sprout (Veg restaurant)”. 

While you have the whole thing apart, you can 


protect your cover by laminating it at a copy 
store or by covering it with clear packing tape 
or clear contact paper. Use a sharpened pencil 
or nail to poke holes through the plastic. Then, 
spiral the wire back into the book and re-crimp 
the wire. 

We also recommend covering the covers on 
the small pocket organizers with clear packing 
tape or contact paper to protect them. 

We’ll be working on the 2007 Organizer 
starting in June and going to print in August 
let us know if you want to work on it with us. 
Send us your suggestions, contacts for the 
contact lists, and art. Please note: we now! 
have about 10-20 historical dates per day, so; 
not all dates can go in each year’s organizer — 
we try to print different dates each year. 
Ordering Information: 

Contact us if you want to order 20 or more 
copies (10 small plus 10 spiral equals 20). 20 
pocket organizer is just $60 with fee shipping: 
Slingshot Collective: 3124 Shattuck Ave. 
Berkeley, CA 94705 • 510 540-0751 ex. 3, 
http://slingshot.tao.ca, slingshot@tao.ca. 

If you want to order less than 20 copies, 
please visit your local infoshop or independent 
bookstore or try one of the following mail' 
order distros: 

• Whoop! Distro PO Box 3885, Berkeley, CA 
94703 www.whoopdistro.org 

• Microcosm 5307 N. Minnesota Ave, Portland 
OR 97217 503 249-3826 
www.microcosmpublishing.com 

• AK Press 674 A 23rd Street Oakland, CA 
94612, 510 208 -1700 www.akpress.org 

• Last Gasp 777 Florida, San Francisco, CA 
*94110 800 848-4277 www.lastgasp.com 
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9 Dear Slingshot: 

£ So I love what you do. .But I have one 
problem with the [2005] Slingshot 

• [Organizer], The world map on the 4th page is 
pretty awful. Over 2/3 of the map is the 

• northern hemisphere. Greenland looks like it is 
^the size of Africa, when in reality it is 1/8 the 
^size of Africa. This projection misrepresents 
£the 3rd world. It accuratley captures the 

shape of each country, while sacrificing the 
•accurate area, by a lot. But, there are good 
projections. For example the Peter'c 
•projection represents the area of each 
^country accurately, while the shape is 
aistorted. This projection is available for free 
£on the internet - check out 
www.odt.org/FreePeters.htm and there are 
•many others. Thanks for your time and the' 
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S Slingshot would like to find a few folks in | 
•Canada who could handle Canadian distribution ! 
of Slingshot for us. Even though many places j 
in Canada are closer to California than the; 
Eastern United States, it is very expensive for: 
us to mail copies of the paper to Canada. We; 
currently send about two dozen very small and: 
very expensive packages to infoshops and; 
distro points in Canada. 

If we could find some help in Canada, what j 
jwe would like to do instead is send a huge box! 
lot papers to our Canadian distro arm, which; 
jwould then send them around Canada paying j 
ust Canadian postage. (We would pay for the j 
[Canadian postage and envelopes, etc.) If you | 
(would like to do this, please get in touch with! 
jus so we can discuss details. Thanks! 
fSlingshot Collective: 3124 Shattuck Ave. i 


■Berkeley. CA 94705 • slinashot@tao.ca 


great work .you produce. I look forward to the 
2006 organizer. 

— hayley 

Slingshot responds: 

yes, you are so right! we didn't print a map in 
the 2006 organizer but if we print a map in 
the future, we'll do better - I think we all know 
this stuff but in the heat of a deadline don't 
find the right graphic ... 
love, sligshot 

Dear Slingshot 

This is in response to the article a nipple’s a 
nipple’s a nipple’s a nipple (issue #88). I am a, 
thirteen years old male, and while reading this! 
article I felt like screaming WHAT THE F**K!!. 
Lorien just went for a hike without her shirt 
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off. Not bothering anyone or anything, after 
nearly half an hour of hiking, some piss-head 
park ranger decided to warn her. Then, the 
ranger calls her up to meet in person, and he 
gives her three citations. I don’t know why, but 
for some reason most men feel they are some 
how better than women. Which is not true at 
all, to me women are just as good as men and 
everyone should all be able to be equal in every 
way. Hey, I mean even in the society we are in 
now, every one is suppose to have the same 
rights. So why can men not wear their shirts 
when it is clearly against “The Law”. Why 
should anyone be above the law, I mean “we are' 
all created equal" according to the piece of 
shit we call the Declaration. Why should a piece 
of paper tell us how to run our lives anyway, I 
wouldn’t care if someone came streaking down 
my street, hell I might even run with them.l feel 
there should have been no fine at all, and the 
park would have to put signs up. 

--Daniel Dominguez 




For the last 13 years, Slingshot has had its offices at LonS 
iHaul, a radical community center and infoshop in Berkeley. For I 
Ithe last 9 or so years, Long Haul has hosted a Proposition 2151 
[medical marijuana dispensary that is open during the dayj 
■Tuesday - Saturday. Because it is necessary to consider! 
■privacy and security for that kind of activity, Long Haul has! 
[been basically closed for radical political activity during thej 
| hours they’ve been operating. 

During the summer of 2006, it looks like the dispensary willl 
I be moving on. This will mark a watershed moment for Long Haul! 
[and open up lots of exciting possibilities for transforming and! 
[expanding Long Haul. Folks involved in Long Haul want to reach! 
lout to the community for new energy and new ideas about what] 
[to do with the space once they move out. 

So this is a call for new visions. If you’re in the East Bay and! 
[have ideas, bring ‘em on. Long Haul has relatively cheap! 
[operating expenses and is in a desirable area just 2 blocks from| 
(BART on a vibrant radical block across from La Pena and the| 
[Starry Plough. Long Haul needs new energy, new ideas, new| 
[projects and new folks-to reach its full potential. Contact Long| 
Haul at 510 540-0751 / 3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley. 
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LET»S MAKE THE WAR MACH IIME UNSTABLE 


(with 


By m(A)tt - CLASH Collective 
shortening from slingshot) 

We are fast approaching the third 
anniversary of the war in Iraq and the annual 
protests on the anniversary of the war. 
^undreds of thousands have been killed, 
millions have suffered, and the situation 
becomes worse every day — indeed, every 
second. And in over three years of protest, we 
have by and large gone unheard in any practical 
sense. We may make some headlines now and 
again by winning celebrities to our cause, but 
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first century. This includes the leadership of 
the Democratic Party every bit as much as it 
includes the Republicans, and we simply cannot 
depend on any anti-war candidates (like 
Richard Nixon) to do our dirty work for us. 
Campaign promises that run diametrically 
opposed to the status quo are unlikely to be 
honored. Fundamental change, which is the only 
worthwhile goal in this era, never in history has 
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regardless, our cries for peace and justice come from above and within the system — it 
have gone unheeded. hag a | wa y S come f rom below and without. The I 

Make no mistake: this war will come to an f ac t is that the government must be forced to I 
end, sooner or later. The hatred this icease its aggression by regular people of all 
unprovoked war has sewn is so entrenched, and | wa |k Si a nd we must intervene with our own I 
the people of Iraq are so determined to be rid I bodies. We must end this war before it ends 
of an illegitimate, foreign rule, that it is simply us 
impossible for the US to win in any sense of 
the word. 

However, if we allow this war to run its! 

'course, the cost may be higher than we realize. 

The steady stream of broken bodies and 
damaged minds eats away the social fabric. 

The economic cost of the war — hundreds ofi 
billions of dollars — further cripples social 
welfare at home. The mainstream antiwar 
movement expresses concern for the war’s 


The US government is capable of waging 
war in the first place because it has a stable 
base from which to operate. That base is what 
is known as our society. From our society, it 
takes troops, weapons, goods, land for bases, 
and moral support, all in order to hold other 
peoples captive. We, the citizens of the 
empire, are therefore in a unique position to 
deprive the war machine of what it requires to 
continue its crimes. If we withhold troops 
through continued and intensified counter¬ 
recruitment work, they have no one to kill and 
die for them. 
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directly democratic (as opposed to 
democratic centralism) where all participants 
in the actions of a certain time frame and 
geographic area make decisions on general 
guidelines, agreements and policies for action, 
while maximizing freedom of movement and 
action for individual groups. Some ; 
spokescouncils are varyingly private, while! 
others are open to the public, based on the 
level of police state mobilization. Concerns 
such as the vulnerabilities of some activists to 
state repression are discussed and addressed. 


A 
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If we block the development, We realize that the repercussions for 
| manufacture and distribution of weapons, they L arrest are simply too high for some to risk, and 
have no implements of violence. If we put even | so we recognize the strong and often urgent 
the home bases of the military on the n eed for solidarity to our more vulnerable 

defensive, it will make it all the more difficult comrades. However, that doesn’t mean 

I to go on the offensive. And already, the moral L everyone must limit themselves to permitted 

{supp ort for this war is steadily protest. That one reality does not erase the 

other — that permitted protest has a bad 
track record in terms of making us heard by 
I the war-makers. We believe the first priority 
'in the struggle against the war is to use 
effective tactics and stop the war — let the 
chips fall where they may. 




affect on society, but limits itself to liberal 
'tactics and strategies incapable of stopping 
the war. Gradual tactic could take years to I 
stop the war - similar tactics during the] 
Vietnam war era permitted that war tol 
continue for ten long years, which saw millions! 
dead. The deep societal scars from Vietnam 
are still felt today by hundreds of thousands 
of American soldiers and millions of southeast 
Asians. Today, the consequences for the rest 
of the world , which will bear the brunt of an 
invigorated fundamentalist movement being! 
bred in Iraq, will be far greater than anything! 
the US government has yet to unleash upon the! 
world. Another ten year war is not acceptable. [ 
We must be clear about what the powers! 
that be believe the stakes of this war are. 1 
While they are not sure if this crusade can be 
salvaged, they believe that no cost is too high 
to maintain US world supremacy in the twenty- 


it may be unrealistic to expect 
Itltis of the mainstream movement.,. 


tactics that havem*t worked 


three years should not be 
repeated blindly 


Because of the urgency of the situation, the 
anti-war movement should abandon permitted 

I mass protest and lobbying of so-called 
government representatives. It may be! 
unrealistic to expect this of the whole! 
mainstream movement immediately, but tactics! 
that haven’t worked for three years should not 
be repeated blindly. We must wage war on the 


People who are i 
w play pivotal supportir 


disintegrating. The application of these 
concepts are, in our opinions, very much up for 
debate — a debate that at the moment is very 
difficult to have in the broader antiwar 
movement, as dialogue is very much framed by 


war-makers. Wage it in whatever ways that lithe movement leadership and celebrities, who 

are consistent with our own beliefs through are decidedly against any such ideas. 

e use of direct action. But please, wage. We j In the last several decades, direct action has 
■ e n °‘ hghting for merely the moral been often organized in a democratic fashion 
imperative of the situation; it is a matter o\m through organs of popular power known as 
se -preservation. If we continue to obey, we spokescouncils. Spokescouncils are generally 
dig our own grave. — 1 — - - - 
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unable to risk arrest can 
play pivotal supporting roles for those who do, 
such as providing medical, legal, media, 
communication, and other kinds of assistance. 
Other direct actions can even be legal, such as 
counter-recruitment work. If fulfilled, these 
can make an effective movement a sustainable 
one, and are therefore every bit as important. 
Maintaining visibility for people doing work 
behind the scenes and/or in supporting roles 
can be a challenge, but is by no means 
impossible, so long as we have organizations! 
that are anti-hierarchical, participatory and 
radically feminist. Conti nued ^ 13 
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I by: Steph 

in attempting to secure a fair contract, the J 


transit workers of New York'City not 
■ shut down the largest public transportation^ 

I system in the country, but inadvertently 5 s 
brought to light the obstacles facing today’s 
labor movement. The negotiations, the previous i 
I spending habits of the Metropolitan T''**VVN 
* Transportation Authority (MTA), the media//I \\ 

■ “ V 


/\N&Ry New Yorkers 

2 SCan a tg-ht to work 



j onslaught, and the lack of solidarity from other 
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worker in New York City lives six years past^ 
retirement; upping the retirement age by 
seven years would thus make them workers- 
until death. Contributing to the shortened iife| 
span is the fact that transit workers have to 
deal with conditions not dealt with in other- 
sectors. Many workers develop health| 
problems they’d never had before, such as, 
allergies and asthma, plus they deal with dirty 
restrooms and rat-infested workspaces on a| 
regular basis. This, combined with other t 
problems such as long' hours and lack of I 
bathroom breaks, has significant effects on| 
the workers after years on the job. 

Furthermore, the MTA’s attempt to| 
negotiate pensions wasn’t even legal under 


The two-tiered pension plan was tne raff New York’s Taylor Law. Officially called the 


J100 and the MTA does include somel 
[ improvements for the workers. The way in | 

. which the negotiations and the strike played i _ 

I out reveal the overwhelming power wielded by J Key demands of the workers included: ■ ,,ic iwu-ueieu pension pian was tne main. New tones layior Law. uniciany caneo 

™ the ruling class and yet the ability of the • an 8% salary increase per year for 3 years J point of dispute for the workers. If the MTA Public Employees Fair Employment Act, it was | 

people to rally together in solidarity, bring a • lowering the age of retirement from 55 to| ^ hoped the current workers would be . passed in 1967 after transit workers struck’ 

“ city to its knees, and achieve some measure of 150 I willing to sell out future hires, one would think f the previous year. Section 201, part 4 lays out 

- victory. * pay for maternity leave |they’d at least have enougfTsense tcToffer ithe basic definitions to be used in the law. k 

I NEGOTIATIONS — * more money spent on station maintenance f current employees a decent raise. According to this section, employers are^ 
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People's Park 



box UrQc\jii$ 

Why Is the university so afraid of people doing stuff for ourselves? 



By PB Floyd 

In a cowardly, middle of the night police raid, 
University of California at Berkeley workers 
tore out a brand new, steel free clothing 
exchange box Nov. 16 that volunteers had built 
in Berkeley’s People’s Park Nov. 12-13 — the 
third free box destroyed by the University in 
three months. People’s Park — a park built by 
Berkeley residents on land seized from the 
University in 1969 — has contained a free 
clothing box for most of the last 30 years. To 
this day, the university claims that they “own” 
the park and thus have the right to control and 
manage it. 

Folks in Berkeley, however, do not recognize 
university ownership of the park and practice 
“user development” of the park — planting 
and maintaining gardens, hosting events, 
serving free Food Not Bombs meals, and 
building and maintaining the community free 
box. The university claimed they owned the 
park in 1969 and went so far as to occupy. 
Berkeley with 3,000 National Guard troops 
and shoot over 100 residents with shotguns — 
killing one person — to enforce their claim. The 
university’s claim is covered in blood — the 
park, like all the world’s resources, belongs to 
everyone. The standoff between community 
members and the university bureaucracy has 
gone on for 36 years — with occasional flair- 
ups like the current dispute over the free box. 

When a free box exists, anyone with extra 
clothes can bring them to give away, and 
anyone who needs clothes can come pick them 
up. The free box is thus a perfect form of non- 
structured recycling and economic mutual aid. 

In April 2005, the previous wood free box 
burned down. When community members 
mentioned to university officials that they 
were planning to construct a replacement, 
university officials indicated that they would 
not permit replacement of the box. They 
implied that the box attracts the wrong 
element to areas near the university, i.e. poor 
and homeless people. As if poverty would go 
away if only no resources for poor people 
existed. 


Of course, members of the community went 
ahead and started to build a replacement box 
anyway — the foundation of which was 
promptly torn down by the university in 
September. And we built another one in 
October which was also removed by police. And 
we’ll keep building new free boxes until the 
university gets too embarrassed to continue to 
pull them down. 

Why is the university so threatened by a 
free clothing box? And why do we want one so 
much that we’ll keep building new ones even 
though they might get torn down? The free 
box and the park are key battlegrounds 
between the kind of world the university wants 
to impose and the kind of world we envision. 

The free box is an example of anarchistic 
exchange in the best sens e — exchan ge 

^ToHcswilf 

build another free box — contact 51 (H 
i?90-0m or www.peoplespark.org I 
Or better yet, call 

Irene Hegarty 

__ at the Unvierstty's Office of 
^Community Relations and tell her to j 
~ let the free box live; 

510 643-5296 

controlled by no one, un-mediated by money and 
operating on the principal “from each 
according to their ability, to each according to 
their need”. The world we envision is one of 
sharing, cooperation to meet human needs, and 
decisions made by users from the bottom up, 
not disconnected authorities from the top 
down. 

In contrast, the university’s world view is 
threatened when people do anything for 
themselves — without permission from 
authorities, without expert planning, and 
without money. The university is threatened by 
any act of sharing or any formation of 
community. The university — and much of the 




city of Berkeley machinery which quietly 
tolerates university attacks on community in 
People’s Park — seeks to promote a world 
ruled by money in which those with the most 
money are constantly showered with more, 
while those in need are denied access to basic 
items that exist all around them in abundance. 

The cops acted in the middle of the night 
because they are afraid — afraid that people 
would be outraged if they knew that the 
university and the city were spending 
thousands of dollars to rob used clothes from 
the poor. They didn’t want any pictures of 
their bulldozer cutting into the brand new 
shiny steel free box. 

University and city leaders always imply 
that they need to “clean up” People’s Park — 
by which they mean “remove the visual 
indications of the inequality of a class society.” 
The University of California doesn’t want the 
future social leaders who attend the university 
to understand the ugly effects of capitalism, 
inequality and business as usual. But even 
more, they don’t want these future leaders to 
see that there are viable and beautiful 
alternatives to their system of greed — that 
people can share; that folks can use just what 
they need rather than accumulating property 
as an end in itself. 

What would the world look like if everything 
was “cleaned up” and everyone conformed to a 
work-shop-die world? Do we even want 
everything to be clean, middle class, sterile and 
standardized? Do we want everything to be 
run on commerce and money? 

The struggle to rebuild the free box — and 
with it to strengthen community that exists 
outside the economy — will continue because 
this is the key struggle of our age. This is the 
same struggle as the struggle against 
inhumane corporate power, globalization, 
sweatshops and the New World Order. It is a 
struggle that emphasizes direct action — 
communities getting together to construct the 
world we want to live in — not asking 
permission or submitting to a role as a passive 
consumer. 


Active VOUth.* A new world In our hearts 

^ ‘ key to liberation is realizing that you can make 


By Gregg 

Radical activism hits most of us at around 
the ages of 16-18 and pretty much changes 
how we think for the rest of our lives. Being an 
18 year old activist I can tell you it’s not a very 
easy life calling, but I am not here to talk about 
me per se. Lately the youth of this country 
have been more silent then they have been in 
former years in the mainstream anyway. It 
seems like overall youth activism is declining, 
but that activism is instead getting more 
concentrated. 

In Palo Alto a group of youthful activists 
(most no older that 18) have started an 
Anarchist Action group. On May 20, 2005 the 
group was able to disable the downtown area 
of Palo Alto with a Reclaim the Streets rally. 
Anarchist Action is a group of activists 
focused on direct action in their own 
communities, but the name is much like Food 
Not Bombs — anyone with the desire can start 
one. Right now known anarchist action groups 
are in San Francisco, Palo Alto, Seattle and 


The work youths are doing in Palo Alto and 
in many cities around the country is a growing 
phenomenon. Instead of idolizing a political 
leader or some one else’s ideology, more youths 
are realizing that they hold a new world in their 
hearts and they can make revolution happen in 
any place they want to. This country is 
reaching another threshold of crisis and it is 
the youth that have the most to lose and in 
some cases are the most persecuted. Now I’m 
not talking about your yuppie scum youth that 
think they are being oppressed just because 
they can’t have fat free frozen yogurt in the 
cafeteria. Lower middle class to working class 
youth are losing their anchor to any cultural 
background. I feel people need history and 
culture to hold on to and when what exists 
loses its relevance, we need to make our own. 
And that is exactly what is happening — the 
shunned youth of this country are creating our 
own history to tell our grandchildren. 

Now if you are a youth reading this, or a 


history — and not being afraid. Pretty 
profound aint it? Think about how you feel 
about your life. Do you like that you have a job 
you hate? Do you like that you drive a car 
everywhere that kills the environment? Do you 
like the clothes you buy come from people 
making 3 cents an hour? If you answered no to 
any of these questions, then welcome to the 
club! People feel the same way you do, but 
most people are too afraid to do anything 
about it. Most would rather let things go they 
way they are than risk abuse by speaking up. 
But you, YES YOU, can change that. The 
minute you decide to stand up for your beliefs 
and hand out pamohlets and hold up sians. 
people will join you. So come on, stop reading 
this paper and get outside, enjoy the sun or the 
rain and get active. Don’t wait for the 
revolution to come, because the revolution in 
now in our hands — we just need to start 
building our new lives before they are taken 
from us! 


IDE 


nel 

PIT 


by Natasha Riproaryawn 

Municipal Waste, one of the bands playing 
the Capitalist Casualties show January 6 at 
the all-ages punk club 924 Gilman in Berkeley, 
Calif, called the meticulously placed “NO 
STAGE DIVING” banner behind them a novelty 
sign. Then the guitarist said, “Ahh, that’s just 
a joke.” And stage dive they did! 

You can’t crowd surf without the goodwill 
of the crowd, but some still try. After the 
incident, security re-iterated from stage that 
stage diving is not permitted at Gilman 
Street. It’s not a joke. 

As Gilman's Jesse Luscious said after the 
incident: “Security specifically asked them not 
to do this right before their set as well as 
reminded them that there’s no stage diving 
allowed at Gilman when they loaded in earlier in 
the evening.... Their complete disregard for 
the d.i.y. venue that hosted this packed show 
and ‘fuck you’ to the rest of our underground 
scene who also attends... prompted us to ban 
them from playing Gilman again. I say good 
riddance, they lied to us AND endangered our 
existence.” 

Parents don’t like to think that crowd¬ 
riding is one of the activities where their kids 
are. Whether it is fair or not, parents, people 
who were once young, can’t understand that 
the pit is dangerous and harmless at the same 
time. 

Bystanders see the spikes some punks wear 
on the street and imagine sadistic gore ensuing 
. from the close contact typically seen in front 
of the stage at shows. They think the spikes 
are worn to do maximum damage or to keep 
people from getting too close in the crush. 





reality is that many punks go to the same club 
over and over and know people they are 
dancing with, hang with them, and depend on 
them. Unless there’s a fist fight, which can 
happen anywhere, there’s never any intention 

to deliberately hurt fellow show-goers. 

Recently, what with the constant 
commercialization of everything from anarchy 
to post traumatic stress, folks who haven’t 
been going to shows, keeping up with the 
bands, may have gotten the idea that the scene 
is corrupted by mainstream and its 
sensationalized heavy thick lyrical nonsense. 
Punks are just as confrontational about their 
politics as ever. 


“/ don’t want to be a punk no more I don’t 
want your spit I don’t want your hate I need 
more than ten feet rolled up in sgrate I don’t 
want to play down at the bar Most of all I’m 
tired o[ being poor -Rubber City Rebe ls 

They are busy with their d.i.y. economy, 
struggling to stay afloat on the trickle of 
money coming from $5 doors. Gilman still 
won’t let a band play without reviewing their 
lyrics. This is done to ensure that the 
collective doesn’t unwittingly promote a band 
involved in sexist, homophobic, or racist 
activities. 

Parents, police, poseurs, they see the pit as 
a drunken riot, with no message except nihilism, 

Continued on page 15 
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Rebuilding or gentrification? 


Will the rebuilding of New Orleans be a corporate land grab or can it provide a laboratory for liberation? 


By Stellla 

Mardi Gras in New Orleans is set for 
February 28, but it is uncertain whether the 
festival will include very many poor or black 
people this year — or at any time in the future. 
Four months after the hurricane, it is becoming 
increasingly clear that powerful interests seek 
to use the destruction caused by hurricane 
Katrina to completely re-create New Orleans 
using a massive corporate model. In response, 
the people of New Orleans are standing up to 
defend their homes, their neighborhoods and 
New Orleans’ unique culture. 

“Katrina has paved the way to ethnic 
cleansing — black removal, no matter how you 
look at it. We’re planning for a huge 
mobilization to keep Katrina on the agenda,” 
said Mtangulizi Sanyika of the African 
American Leadership project. 

Corporate power grab 

New Orleans officials — organized as the 
Bring Back New Orleans Commission (BBNO) 
— unveiled a recovery plan January 11 that 
would place a four month moratorium on 
rebuilding in badly damaged neighborhoods, 
during which officials will consider whether 
certain neighborhoods should be abandoned or 
bulldozed for some other use. The government 
proposes to seize perhaps thousands of ruined 
homes using eminent domain. Residents are 
already considering the possibility of sitting in 
front of bulldozers to save houses from 


destruction. The plan calls for a much smaller 
city, estimating that just half of the 500,000 
people who lived in New Orleans before 
Hurricane Katrina will return in the next two 
years. 

The BBNO map — showing neighborhoods 
proposed to be abandoned, and those whose 
fate is yet to be determined — is also a map of 
poor and non-white areas: New Orleans East, 
the waterfront Lakeview and the Lower Ninth 
Ward. Under the plan, neighborhoods would 



have to obtain commitments to rebuild from 
half their residents before they would be ruled 
“viable” and permitted to be rebuilt. 

The BBNO plan is not the only example of 
the top-down, corporate-friendly decision 
making infecting the rebuilding of New 
Orleans. Much of the reconstruction efforts 
are being handled by some of the same multi¬ 
national corporations involved in the rebuilding 
of Iraq. There are also efforts underway to 


institute a public school privatization plan as 
part of the re-opening of the public school 
system. All teachers and school staff have 
been laid-off indefinitely and their union 
contracts canceled. All schools re-opened on 
the non-flooded west bank of New Orleans will 
be converted to semi-private charter schools 
under emergency rules which have “waived” 
usual requirements that parents approve a 
school becoming a charter. In flooded areas, 
schools won’t open at all this year — another 
way to keep poor people from returning to the 
city. Governor Blanco is pushing a plan to allow 
the State to take over 104 of the 117 city 
schools which have been found to be “failing” 

— extensive privatization is the likely result. 

Popular response and mutual aid 

Numerous efforts — organized and diffuse 

— are currently underway to resist the 
cleansing of New Orleans. Soon after the 
storm, Common Ground Collective formed “to 
provide immediate aid and long-term solidarity 
along the Gulf Coast.” According to their 
mission statement: “We are a local, community- 
run organization offering mutual aid and 
support to New Orleans communities that have 
been historically neglected and under-served. 
Common Ground's teams of volunteers include: 
medical and health providers, aid workers, 
community organizers, legal representatives 
and people from all over with broad skills from 
all walks of life.” In the long term, they seek to 


develop “a permanent health and medical clinic, 
training programs for skilled labor, land 
trusts and sustainable community-based 
affordable housing, free education, fair labor 
cooperatively run jobs, computer and 
technology infrastructure and training, and 
legal aid.” 

Common Ground is a local, community run 
organization that takes pains to transcend the 
model of a charity in which missionaries help 
victims — instead, it seeks to emphasize 
cooperation, mutual aid and direct decision 
making by those affected. Flundreds of 
volunteers from around the country have gone 
to New Orleans to work with Common Ground 
over the past several months. 

So while Katrina has created an excuse for 
corporate interests to gentrify New Orleans, 
the hurricane has also opened a laboratory for 
how society could be re-organized based on 
principles of cooperation, meeting human needs 
and direct democratic control over work, 
housing and life in general. 

The question over the coming months will be, 
“which model for the future shall prevail” — 
corporate centralization governed by money 
and power, or community building and 
cooperation? Katrina may be receding from 
the front pages, but in reality, the struggle 
for the future of New Orleans is just 
beginning. 

Check out www.commongroundrelief.org 
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By Alec 

It has been in talking to other people that I 
have begun to discover what it is exactly that I 
fear was lost when New Orleans went 
underwater. In order to describe what exactly 
I fear is gone from the city, I first had to find 
the language to describe that magic I could 
never before explain. 

A month before the hurricane, talking on the 
phone to my friend Carrie from San Francisco, 


about how a friend and neighbor of mine could 
not spell her own children’s’ names - not 
because she isn’t smart, but because of a 
culture of illiteracy: generations of kids put 
through dismal schools, then released into a job 
market that is unlikely to hire them, even if they 
had a masters degree for even the most menial 
labor. Much like I was never encouraged to 
learn to sing opera in my family, reading and 


writing have become a superfluous skill 



Neighborhood Rebuilding Strategy 



NEIGHBORHOOD REBUILDING 

Immediate Opportunity Areas 

(little or no flood damage) 
m Institutions 
Downtown 

Neighborhood Planning Areas 
■i Infill Development Areas 
■JC- Targeted Development Areas 

1. Downtown 

2. Algiers 

3. Central City 

4. Almonaster Corridor 

5. Lower 9th Ward 
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I was at a loss. She and I had not spoken much 
in the three years since I moved to New 
Orleans, and she was curious to know what it 
was that made the city become home for me. I 
had described to her the desperation - the 
extreme poverty, the terrible racism, the fact 
that most of my neighbors were illiterate, the 
casual violence and crime. 

I told her stories about being jumped by • 
three fourteen-year-olds in my front yard 
while I was on crutches, about the guy I knew 
who was shot in the face for his bicycle, a story 


y/h 

world that expresses no value for the intellect 
of the poor and African-American. 

I remembered how at the Bike Project kids 
learn to fix and build bikes, often only to have 
them stolen immediately or worse, to get 
accused by the police of having stolen them. 
Juan, a bright fifteen-year-old who couldn't 
write much more than his own name, quickly 
figured out the mechanics of bicycles and 
patiently and generously spent his time helping 
others to learn. Fie spent weeks building a 
bike, and rode it home, proud and happy. A 
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few days later the police stopped him and 
arrested him, on charges that he had stolen the 
bike. Juan spent more than a week in jail 
before he was released, and he never came 
back to the Bike Project. 

There was a ten-year-old who came over to 
my house everyday, sweet and bright but quick 
to be violent when he gets angry. Last year he 
tried to stab another little boy with scissors 
and was expelled from school. No counseling, 
no help for him or his family, just a total 
withdrawal of the only resource he had. Fie still 
has anger problems, but now he is also behind 
in school, embarrassed, and spends his days 
wandering the streets and watching TV. No 
math for him, no geography, just a lot more 
exposure to violence. I told Carrie, too, about 
his twelve-year-old brother, who had cried in 
my arms the day his grandmother had 
threatened to kick him out of her house for 
giving his crack-addicted mother his food 
stamps card when she had shown up sick and 
demanded it. 

“So why do you like it there?” Carrie had 
asked. It did sound horrible. 

I was silent. All I had was some feeble 
• response about how the deepest depths of 
desperation have corresponding heights of 
creativity and commun ity and joy, but that just 
sounded like some weird romanticization of 
poverty. I really couldn’t explain it. 

I didn’t know how to talk about the way that 
banana leaves sound when the rain drums 
against them, about the scent of jasmine 
floating in the air when you are riding your bike 
at night, about how people in this city find it 
equally acceptable to shop for groceries in a 
housecoat and flip-flops, or in a tiara and 
fishnets. I didn’t tell her about how people 
give so much here, try so hard, love each other 
so well. I didn’t talk about the heat, constant 
heat, and the sweaty slowness of days spent 
beneath the constant sound of blowing fans. I 
could tell she didn’t understand, and I just 
didn’t have the words to give, to express what 
I wanted to say beyond the same tired cliche of 
magic. 

Then the hurricane hit, and my neighborhood 
changed for good. I left a few days after the 
flooding began, and have been traveling ever 
since, suspended and unsure what to do. 

The thing about traveling, if there can be 
said to be one thing about traveling, is that you 
find yourself saying the same stories over and 
over to each new person in each new town, until 
you lose the idea of your own experience and 
are left with only the words of it - the story 
as empty shell, without the accompanying 
emotions. Sitting in the cab of an eighteen¬ 
wheeler, reiterating to the umpteenth truck 


-^-WitiiiimiuiuiiiiiiiL. 

driver the story of my Escape From New 
Orleans, I suddenly became again aware of a 
feeling of loss. Fie mentioned he had never 
been there, and I felt full of loss — for him, for 
myself, for my home. 

It was then that I started thinking about 
what actually was lost, what we, who love the 
city, might have collectively lost amidst all our 
personal losses and tragedies. I had always 
thought of two defining factors in loving a 
city: you either do or do not love the people in 
a city - your friends, your potential friends, 
your community, and you either do or do not 
love the city itself — the buildings and 
streets, the alleys and bridges and doorways. 
It was only as I was talking to the truck driver 
that I began to understand that there was 
another factor, a third thing, less easy to 
define but every bit as important. 

It is something I can only describe as the 
culmination of everything about a city. Like, 
the people who sit on their front stoops, or jf 
there are people on their front stoops, and 
what they say to you when you bike by. Like 
what is sold in a grocery store, and for how 



much - organic chai for $6.99 or collard 
greens for 49 cents? Like whether or not cars 
are blasting music as they roll by, and what 
type of music are they playing? And is anyone 
riding a bike besides you, and are they wearing 
a spandex jersey or a feather boa? Like when 
the church on the corner burns down, do they 
relocate or just set up a tent and keep on 
singing? 

New Orleans may well be rebuilt to look a lot 
like the city that I left, and my friends are 
mostly coming back. But in the rebuilding, in 
the corporate scramble for contracts, in the 
shoring up of levees and disbursement of 
people and break up of communities, I am 
afraid that that other something will be lost, 
and that without it, New Orleans might never 
fully regain what was washed away. 
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William Rodgers was one of 6 environmental 
activists arrested December 7. He was 
charged with one count of arson for a June, 
1998 fire at the National Widlife Research 
Center in Olympia, Washington. He was found 
dead in his jail cell on December 21. Police claim 
he committed suicide with a plastic bag. Bill *• 
founded the Catalyst Infoshop in Prescott, 
Arizona in mid-2003. 

By Friends of the Catalyst 
We mourn the passing of our dear friend 
and community member, Bill Rodgers, who 
worked tirelessly for the causes of social 
justice and environmental sustainability. We 
ask that he be remembered as the gentle, kind, 
and compassionate person we all knew and 
loved here in Prescott. We remain committed 
to continuing the work of community building 
'ana 1 ecological responsibility, through the 
Catalyst Infoshop, as part of the legacy Bill 
helped to create. We wish our friend the peace 
and serenity that he strived so hard to 
manifest in this world. 

Bill was such a thoroughly good man; we are 
all richer for knowing him and having him with 
us, and we are all poorer for the loss of his 
wonderful, caring soul. We remember the 
inspiring conversations, and our amazement 
that someone so gentle and non-aggressive 
could have such positive, powerful hopes for 
the world. Words cannot express our 
impressions of this very human soul — nor can 
they contain the shock, anger, sadness and 
confusion about his death. Still, we will draw 
strength from this tragic loss to our 
community, and rededicate ourselves to the 
movement for the earth and for peace and 
justice. We know Bill would have wanted as 
much. 


Bill, known to many as “Avalon,” was a deeply 
principled and complicated man, living a simple 
life oriented almost entirely around his 
activism to protect old growth forests and 
wild places. He made just enough money to keep 
gas in his truck, and spent the bulk of his days 
in the forests and deserts of the West. He 
was a wilderness guide and environmental 
educator who introduced adults to the 
principles of deep ecology. Bill was an 
articulate warrior for the wild, for 
environmental and social justice. He was a small 
man, delicate bones and gentle movements, who 
sometimes moved like a cat. And, like a smali 
furry mammal, he was completely at home 
underground. He was never afraid to speak the 
truth as he understood it, and he was not 
afraid to take a stand against power, however 
risky. He was one of the brightest, most 
thoughtful people in this community; his insight 
and depth when he shared his thoughts on a 
subject were always well worth taking home 
and pondering. From catching (and releasing) 
live mice, to crawling through a cave opening 
the size of a coat hanger, to speaking for those 
without a voice, he will be well remembered. 

The words most frequently mentioned about 
Bill have been “gentle,” “kind,” 
“compassionate,” “good natured,” and 
“friend.” At a small community gathering the 
evening we learned of his passing, we recalled 
funny Bill stories, his “pack rat” alter ego, how. 
he was “the ultimate recycler,” and how he 


smiled even when he disagreed with you. His 
court-appointed atforney called him “a 
beautiful man with high principles,” and friends 
chalked “live wild” on the sidewalk in his honor. 
Casualty or free spirit, saboteur or man of 
principle, guilty or innocent — no matter. Bill 
was a kind, compassionate and gentle man who 
should never have been imprisoned. We ask 
that his untimely death remind us all of what is 
truly important in life and that it inspires 
personal growth beyond the need for injustice 
A and insufficiency in the world. We know that i t 
is now more important than ever to keep 
pushing forward. Endless tears on this dark 
night, but no fading memories or forgotten 
names — it will go down in action! 

Friends of Catalyst 

www.catalystinfoshop.org,ww.supportbill.org 
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! due Viva Ramona! 

A Zapatista Comandante Dies but the 
Struggle Continues 


Comandante Ramona, a Zapatista Maya 
Indian rebel leader and women's rights 
champion who became a Mexican heroine to anti¬ 
globalization activists, has died after a battle 
with cancer. 

Comandante Ramona, a diminutive Tzotzil 
Maya woman and the first Zapatista rebel to 
appear publicly in Mexico City after a brief 
but bloody uprising in 1994, died on the way to' 
a hospital in the southern state of Chiapas, 
said EZLN subcomandante Marcos, on January 
6 . 

“Mexico has lost one of those fighters that 
matter, and a piece of our hearts has been 
ripped out," Marcos said during a speech in 
Chiapas. 

Marcos left his jungle hideout last Sunday to 
start a nationwide tour that seeks more 
support for Indians and the poor before July's 
presidential election. 

He put the tour on hold to attend Ramona’s 
funeral in the rebel stronghold of Oventic. 

Always seen in the black ski mask worn by 


Zapatista leaders to protect their identity, 
Ramona was one of the main promoters of 
women's rights in the rebel group, which has 
ditched armed struggle in favor of political 
activism. 

There has been no fighting in recent years 
but the Zapatistas control scores of small 
villages across Chiapas, which they govern 
under a separate system of laws based cn 
Indian traditions. 

The rebels burst out of the jungle on New 
Year's Day 1994, taking over towns and 
attacking army positions in Chiapas, Mexico's 
poorest state, in clashes that claimed about 
150 lives. Many of the senior Zapatista 
commanders were and are women. 

. Ramona, as one of these powerful fighters 
and leaders, won the hearts of many Mexicans 
after media showed fellow Zapatista 
commanders towering above her during afirst 
round of peace talks with the government in 
February 1994. She will be missed, but her 
legacy lives on. Que Viva Ramona! 


Tubbs, 36, are being held in Oregon and are’ 
seeking support. 

Court papers filed in connection with bail 
hearings included a 25 page affidavit from FBI 

special agent John L. Ferreira who has 
apparently worked on the investigation for 
years. The text of the affidavit is available 
and makes very interesting reading for those 
interested in FBI investigative practices. 

The document describes a detailed, 3 day 
long debriefing by an un-named cooperating 
witness (CW), believed to be Ferguson, 
describing the CW’s involvement in a number 
of arsons claimed by the Animal Liberation 
Front and Earth Liberation Front. The 
document also describes how the CW wore a 
body recording device to secretly tape 
conversations with McGowan, Tubbs, 
Meyerhoff and Rodgers during numerous, 
encounters over a one year period. 

Gerlach’s public Defense attorney Craig 
Weinerman has attacked the credibility of the 
cooperating witness (Ferguson) since by his 
own admission he was involved in a number of 
the arsons, actually setting the fires in a 
number of instances. Photographs of a 
"tattooed and pierced Ferguson show how he 
could pass easily through activist circles. Th 
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affidavit names a number of other individuals 

arrested^ ~ y Fer9uson who have not yet been 

The arrestees are charged with involvement 
i in a number of ALF/ELF actions (not all 
arrestees are charged in all of the following): 

• A June 21, 1998, arson at the Animal and 
Plant and Health Inspection Services facility in 

_ Olympia, Washington. 

’ • An attack on a Bonneville Power 
Administration transmission tower near Bend, 
Oregon on December 31,1999. 

• A January 2, 2001 fire at the Superior 
Lumber Co. in Glendale, Oregon 

• A May 21, 2001 fire at the Jefferson 
Poplar Farm in Clatskanie, Oregon. 

• 'A Dec. 27, 1998, fire at U.S. Forest 
Industries in Medford, Oregon. 

• A May 9,1999 fire at the Childers Meat Co. 
plant in Eugene, Oregon. 

• A March 30, 2001, arson at Romania 
Chevrolet in Eugene which destroyed 35 
vehicles. 

In addition, media reports and court papers 
have indicated that the government seeks to 
charge some of the arrestees with involvement 
in an October, 1998 arson attack which did a 
reported $12 million in damage to a ski-resort 
in Vail, Colorado that threatened lynx habitat 
— one of the most destructive ALF/ELF 
actions. 


Daniel, Chelsea and Kevin deny any 
involvement in any of these actions and so far i t 
appears that there is no physical evidence 
connecting any of them to any crime. The 
arrests — and especially revelations about FBI 
informants and secretly recorded 
conversations — have spread fear in some 
activist communities, which may be precisely 
what the government wants. For many, the 

arrests underline the gravity of what we are 
struggling for and the lengths the government 
will go to protect corporate destruction of 
the earth. Any ALF/ELF actions against 
corporate property pale in comparison to the 
daily massive corporate attacks on the planet, 
its plants and animals, and ultimately its human 
inhabitants. 

In the post 9-11 climate, it may be difficult 
for the arrestees to get a fair trial given 
sensational media coverage and government 
attempts to paint ALF/ELF actions as 
“terrorism.” In fact, no one was injured in any 
of the actions listed above. Despite the 
“property destruction only” nature of 
ALF/ELF tactics, John Lewis, the FBI's 
deputy assistant director for 
counterterrorism, told a Senate committee in 
2004 that environmental and animal-rights^ 
activists are the nation's top domestic^ 
terrorism threat. 


Support information 

Daniel, Chelsea and Kevin need our support! 
You can send them letters of encouragement 
and/or contact their support groups. If you 
send a letter, keep in mind that all mail is read 
by prison officials. Do not use any nicknames 
or include any incriminating information. (See 
more tips, below.) 

* Kevin Tubbs: Kevin Tubbs #1213751, Lane 

County Jail, 101 W 5th Ave, Eugene, OR 
97401; Write to PO BOX 3025, Eugene, OR 
97403, supportkevintubbs.org, 

supportkevintubbs@gmail.com. 

* Daniel McGowan, # 1407167, Lane County 
Jail, 101 West 5th Avenue, Eugene, OR 
97401, FriendsOfDanielMcG@yahoo.com. 

* Chelsea Gerlach #1308678, Lane County 
Jail, 101 W 5th Ave, Eugene, OR 97401, 
freechelseagerlach @ hotmail.com 

Tips for writing to prisoners 

* Use only black/blue ink or type on plain white 
paper 

* Use a white envelope. Avoid: tape, stickers, 
or markings beyond addresses 

* DON'T USE NICKNAMES 

* Don't discuss people's pending cases. 

* Even if you are a lawyer, don't discuss legal 
information or offer legal advice. 
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By Katharine Jolda 

US District Judge Paul Rosenblatt ruled 
January 11 against a lawsuit filed by six 
Native American tribes seeking to block 
expansion of the Snowbowl Ski Resort north 
of Flagstaff, Arizona. The tribes must now 
appeal the ruling or switch to non-court based 
tactics to block the expansion. 

The six tribes - the Navajo, Hopi, White 
Mountain Apache, Yavapai-Apache, Havasupai 
and Hualapai nations, along with the Sierra 
Club and the Flagstaff Activist Network sued 
the Forest Service and Snowbowl Ski Resort 
for violating the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act of 1993 (RFRA). 

The land in contention is a series of volcanic 
peaks rising out of the Colorado Plateau just 
south of the Grand Canyon and north of 
Flagstaff. The San Francisco Peaks are part 
of Arizona’s Coconino National Forest and have 
long been held as sacred land to 13 different 
tribes living in the area. The Navajo and Hopi, 
among others, consider the peaks sites of 
honor and respect, as places where medicine 
men can gather herbs for ceremonies, where 
mothers bury the umbilical cords of their 
children, as places where deities and kachina 
spirits live. The lawsuit set up a clash of 
cultures. 

The land, controlled legally by the US 
Forest Service, was opened up in the 1930s 
for the development of an access road and ski 


lodge, which was later developed into a resort 
with more parking lots, lifts, and 50 extra 
acres of trails. The land was also opened to 
pumice mines in the 80’s which have since been 
permanently shut down. Full development has 
been proposed for the whole area, starting 
with the thinning and cutting of trees on 125 
acres, along with the construction of a 14 mile 
pipeline used to pump wastewater from 
Flagstaff (which would contaminate the 
aquifer fed from the peaks’ run-off) to 
Snowbowl for the production of man-made 
snow. 

The tribes allege that RFRA was violated in 
the National Environmental Policy Act’s 
(NEPA) review of the environmental and socio¬ 
cultural effects of the further development of 
Snowbowl Ski Resort, which operates with a 
Special Use Permit on the San Francisco 
Peaks. The two points of the RFRA the 
plaintiffs feel were violated are (Sec. 
2(a)(3)), governments should not 
substantially burden religious exercise without 
compelling justification and (Sec.3(a)(2)), 
the least restrictive means ofJurthering that 
compelling governmental interest should be 
adhered to. 

In the history of their relationship with the 
Federal government and European-American 
settlers, the indigenous tribes of the American 
continent have been thoroughly routed. 
Indigenous people were denied United States 
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citizenship until 1927. The last ethnic group to 
be so admitted, they were still considered 
under Federal guardianship in the same clause 
as the mentally ill and were not allowed to vote 
in Arizona until 1948. Even then, the state 
required them to write in English and read the 
US Constitution in order to vote. With 
ideology combining Manifest Destiny and 
Christian salvation, Federal policy and 
European-American settlers have pushed 
indigenous people off their aboriginal, spiritual 
homelands. Their religion and their way of life, 
intrinsically tied to the land, has been 
systematically disrupted, and other religions 
and ways of life have been forced upon them. 
As indigenous people have been driven asunder, 
their languages have become almost inaudible, 
sacred relationships have been violated and the 
land irreparably destroyed. 

Now, when state and Federal governments 
have finally recognized indigenous people as 
deserving of human and cultural rights, they 
must fight for their way of life in a system of 
judicial values dictated by its European lineage. 
They must prove their case in the context of 
the European-rooted philosophy that 
spirituality can be quantified and localized, and 
must simultaneously challenge the modernist 
perception of the role and rights of humans, 
property and ownership. 

During the trial, when Forest Service lawyer 
Tom Clark cross-examined Steven Begay, a 
Dine' (Navajo) spiritual singer, the two had a 
long dialogue over whether sacred plants on 
different sides of the San Francisco Peaks 
were separate entities, or were all one being. 
“But, isn’t it true that there is no physical 
contact between plants on the East side and 
plants on the West side?” Clark asked, to 
which Begay answered, “The roots connect.” 
“Sir, in Western terms, please,” Clark 
returned. Begay insisted, “The whole base 
and roots through the mountain are holy. There 
are no parts more holy or less holy than 
others.” 

Most people learn that in useful 
communication both parties in the dialogue 
need to understand each other’s methods of 
communication. For a trial to proceed the 
parties must understand the definition'of 
words in legal documents. But in this trial the 
plaintiffs and defendants have different 
native languages with different concepts and 
have difficulty comprehending each other’s 
scientific and spiritual truths. The English 
language assumes quantifiable and calculable 
distinctions between that which is sacred and 
that which is secular, and holds that “religion” 
is more a belief than a way of life. Vincent 
Randall, a White Mountain Apache medicine man 
tried to explain that “This is not our religion, 
this is our way of life. This world began when 
we were born. If you want to call it a religion, 
that’s your language. It is a way of life.” 



MOUNTAIN U0N$ 


A federal jury in Arizona found Earth First! 
activists Rod Coronado and Matt Crozier 
guilty Decemer 13 of 3 charges relating to 
alleged hunt sabateur actions to save mountain 
lions. They could face seven years in prison 
when they are sentenced on March 8. 

In March 2004, the Arizona Game & Fish 
Department defied public outrage and closed 
Sabino Canyon near Tucson in order to hunt 
and cage 4-5 mountain lions that it claimed 
were showing “insufficient fear” of humans. 
The Tucson community demanded that the lions 
be left undisturbed in their canyon home. Earth 
First activists vowed to stop the hunt and 
protect the mountain lions. While at the time 
the Game and Fish Department claimed they 
had called off the hunt, it later came out that 
one lion was captured (and is still being held) 
and four more were killed. 

Coronado was arrested in the Canyon March 
24, 2004. Crozier was arrested by FBI agents 
9 months later allegedly for also being in the 
canyon. Crozier and Coronado were each 
charged with one count of felony conspiracy to 
impede or injure a federal officer and two 


misdemeanors including “depredation of 
federal property.” 

The prosecution used an hour long tape 
recording made by Esquire reporter John 
Richardson, who was with Coronodo in the 
Canyon and who was also arrested. Richardson 
is facing a midemeanor charge. Assistant U.S. 
District Attorney Wallce Kleindienst called 
the reporter’s tape a “smoking gun.” The 
judge allowed the tape as evidence and agreed 
with the government’s contention that the 
tape should be considered “the utterances of 
a co-conspirator,” and that using the media to 
sway public opinion was part of Earth Firstl’s 
criminal strategy. Lesson for future actions: 
taking a reporter along with you can and will be 
used as evidence against you. 

Assistant prosecution attorney Bev 
Anderson said after the trial “I know he wasn’t 
tried here for being a violent anarchist. This 
trial wasn’t about Rod Coronado being a 
terrorist, but he is one.” 

Game & Fish continues to have a shoot-to-kill 
policy for. any human/mountain lion encounters 
that are reported to them. In April and 


November 2004, Game & Fish agents killed 
two lions in the Catalina Mountains because 
they failed to run away from humans. Yet with 
urban sprawl continually encroaching on 
traditional lion habitat, it’s a certainty that 
such encounters will become more frequent. 
Why should execution be Game & Fish’s only 
protocol for a mountain lion who is guilty of 
nothing but curiosity? And how can Game & 
Fish claim that such a policy will not put a 
strain on mountain lion populations, especially 
when combined with ongoing habitat loss? 
Game & Fish allows year-round hunting of 
mountain lions at the cost of $10 each. 

Crozier and Coronado need support before 
and after their sentencing. Contact Chuk’shon 
Earth First! at sabthebastards@hotmail.com 
or www.azef.org or the Rod Coronado 
Support Committee, 3245 E. Patricia, Tucson, 
AZ 85716. Please also flood Game & Fish with 
calls protesting their outrageous actions: 
Tucson: 520-628-5376 (Regional Director: 
Gerry Perry); Phoenix (Main Office): 602- 
942-3000 (State Director: Duane Shroufe). 
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I Earth First! 

Is winter in your bioregion a time of rest; a 
lull of activity in acceptance of nature’s 
cycles? Maybe February is the peak of a long 
and frigid season that has you curious about 
what your bare-skin looks like or what it was 
like to have full sensation in your fingers and 
toes... 

Down here in the swamps and beaches of the 
tropics/sub-tropics of south Florida things 
are a little different: the ocean is perfect 
swimming temperature; the community 
gardens are in their full glory; with the 

( mosquitoes at bay, it’s perfect weather for 
hikes through the pine flatwoods, cypress 
| swamps and dwindling scrub lands; what’s left 
! of local citrus trees offer a fresh-squeezed 
i daily immune-system boost; and our season of 
i kicking ass against developers and venture 
capitalists who are trying to turn this amazing 
bioregion into a sprawling concrete playground 
I for the global elite is just about to reach 
1 climax. 

I I Come out of hibernation and back out onto 
I the frontlines! It’s that time of the year again, 
I when the- Earth First! network gathers up to 
I hash out crucial movement decisions & 

| direction, party their brains into mush and 
| then invigorate the hosting bioregion with 
| some badass actibn(s). So, start making your 
| travel plans & affinity group schemes, it’s time 
| for the Earth First! Organizers’ 

| Conference/Winter Rendezvous: Feb. 15th — 

| 20th 2006 Palm Beach County, South Florida. 

| The meetings will be the 15th-17th at the 
| Everglades Youth Camp inside the J.W. 
| Corbett Wildlife Management Area, which has 
| full facilities (including cabin options, a 
|| swimming hole and, uh... alligators). Friday 
|| night will be the annual ‘Night To Howl!’ 
|| gathering of the Warrior Poets Society, so 
| bring poems, songs and stories to share. The 
| weekend will continue on a primitive campsite 
| as the winter rendezvous and fiesta. Bring 
| your workshops, music, and hiking gear and 
| plan on sticking around, potentially, for a 

I I following week of actions. - 

The conference will include reports; 

| evaluating strategy, tools & tactics; examining 
our visions & aspirations; where we’ve been, 

|where we’re going; state repression review; 

|anti-oppression check-in; and bioregional 
round-ups. We also hope to offer some extra 
|attention this year to the question of 
^solidarity beyond borders (national and 
!j cultural), and perhaps strategize a bit on an 
international level. We are issuing an invitation 
to activists outside the USA and are seeking 
translation assistance as part of this effort. 

After the conference, protests are planned. 
In the wake of a monumental court victory 
against the Army Corps of Engineers, the 
battle against Scripps Florida Biotech 
Research Park is heating up to be one of the 
largest, broadest and most successful 
campaigns in this region’s eco-activist history. 
Massive land scandals, corporate biotech 
nightmare, bio-hazardous waste issues, bio¬ 
prospecting in the majority world, brutal 
animal research and an active construction site 
(still in operation as of this email, despite 
illegal permitting and more pending lawsuits) 
are all within a mile of our lovely camp in the 
swamp. 

$25-50 donation requested. Bring basic 
camping gear, including your own kitchen 
utensils. Please notify the planning committee 
if you will be needing childcare or have any 
other special needs. 

EF!OC 2006 committee: PO Box 961, Lake 
Worth, FL 33460 (561) 547-6686 


























Mutual support in the face ofj^ 
repression 

If we want to be effective as a.movement, 
we need to be able to support each other in the 
face of repression. We need to be conscious 
that what we are doing might be harmful to 
ourselves, and could even be life threatening. 
This is not to scare people off: on the 
contrary. But, we need to face reality, deal 
with our fears and sort out our support if we 
don’t want to give repression the means to be 
effective. 

While “post traumatic stress” is starting to 
be taken seriously in mainstream society 
(firefighters, ambulance crews, even the police 
now do debriefings after traumatic 
experiences and treatment is finally available 
from health insurance...), it is surprising that 
we, as activists, still think we can live through 
situations of police brutality, fear and 
powerlessness without showing any emotional 
response. And, as a matter of fact we don’t. 

Reactions vary; everybody has their own 
ways of dealing with it. Degrees of reaction 
differ as well, up to the point where people 
drop out, disappear, stop being active, feel 
excluded because they feel scared or because 
they are suffering from post traumatic stress 
“disorder.” [The term “disorder” is 
controversial. Reactions to traumatic 
experiences are not a disorder, but normal. We 1 
use it here to differentiate between post- 
traumatic stress reactions that heal in 4-6* 
weeks (PTS) and the condition where; 
symptoms persist after that period (PTSD).] 
Inside our movement a deeper understanding 
and acknowledgment of these processes can be 
lacking. Even after terrible incidents like the 
Diaz school in Genoa, not enough emotionall 
support was set up for the victims. In the long¬ 
term many of them suffered more from the; 
emotional consequences than from the physical 1 
injuries. It is crucial to understand that: 
emotional wounds often continue to hurt and 
debilitate long after the physical wounds have 
healed, and that it is normal that people who 
did not get physically hurt can suffer 
psychologically from their experiences. 

It makes things much worse not to feel 
supported. If the police treat us badly we are 
usually not surprised, but what can really be 
devastating is a lack of support from our 
mates afterwards. To feel let down can cause 
what is called secondary traumatisation and 
can be worse than the initial experience 
because it really shatters your fundamental 
assumptions. There is no need to be an 




ideal ing wit to e 5>otional*t^ 






I Pi 






“expert” in the healing of trauma, but there is 
a need for understanding and support. 

It is not only police violence that causes 
trauma - statistics say 1 in 4 women and 1 in 6 
men have been sexually abused at some time, 
thousands are involved in car accidents. 
Basically any situation where the natural 
reaction of fight or flight is blocked can cause 
trauma. It is important to remember that a lot 
of us have been going through some of that and 
still carry old traumas around while being 
exposed to new ones... 

The police and prison “services” specialise in 
deliberately creating traumatising conditions, 
especially aimed at breaking resistance. 
Beatings, arrests, isolation custody, violation 
of rights, threats, lies... Their attempt is 
focused on creating fear, on getting inside our 
heads and stopping us from taking action 
again. We feel that inside our movement this 
“internal censorship” has really not been 
addressed and talked about. What stops us 
from getting where we want to get? 
Sometimes real obstacles - and lots of times, 
our fear. Their strategy is a psychological one 

- they beat one of us up and a hundred get 
scared and feel blocked. And maybe the one 
who got beaten up never goes back on the 
streets. This is how repression works. And 
this is why we need to start talking about what 
we are going to do about it. 

The powers of repression are in their hands 

- the more effective we are in our struggle, 
the harder the repression - but it is in our 
hands how we respond to it. What we are going 
to do with our fear, what we are going to do 
about our pain, how do we support each other 
through all this and how do we show our 
solidarity. And how do we, as activists, start 
to model better ways of being, start to create 
a world where we can be strong but also 
vulnerable, where acknowledging our need for 
support is respected rather than 
pathologised, where fighters also take care of 
themselves and of each other. 


organised medical support for victims of 
police violence was quite effective, there was a 
serious lack of assistance on a psychological 
level. 

Working during the G8 

For some, the idea for ATS was born from 
experiences from the Aubonne Bridge Action 
against the G8 in Evian 2003 
(www.aubonnebridge.net). In Aubonne one 
person was seriously physically injured - and 
got lots of support. However several others 
suffered from various degrees of 
psychological trauma but did not get the 
support they needed. This was when we 
realized the pressing need for organised 
awareness raising, information and support. 

In preparation for Gleneagles a 6-day 
training was organised with a professional 
trainer from a charity focused on trauma care 
called ASSIST (www.traumatic- 
stress.freeserve.co.uk). Most of these 
participants, plus some new people 
afterwards, formed the Activist Trauma 
Support for the G8 in Scotland. As far as we 
know it was the first time active trauma 
support has been taken on board for a big 


what they where going through, to ge 
massage (which also often ended up fulfil 
the same purpose), to find a quiet place to 
to retreat or to just calm down with' a cu| 
tea and a blanket. Some people came or 
some several times. It seemed that 
presence in itself was known by quite a Ic 
the people there and it gave them some leve 
comfort even if they did not use the facilitie 
rather like the assurance when you know th 
is a medical first aid tent. Situated in a qi 
corner of the eco-village, the recovery dc 
made up part of a healing area t 
contributed a bit of space and calm on 
edge of some very frenetic activity. 

At the office in Edinburgh, phone supf 
and personal support took place, but turr 
out to be much less needed than at 
campsite. So we started focusing on avoidai 
of trauma - doing prisoner support (sene 
cards, money, organising visits) and help 
their friends out (making phones available 
call families, lawyers, police statio 
embassies...). This was not originally intern 
to be part of our work but turned out to 
very useful.' We also think it proved effec 
in blurring the distinction between “trau 



•.they beat one of us up and a hundred get scared 
and feel blocked. And maybe the one that gets 
^beaten up never goes back on the streets. This is 
how repression works. 



Trauma work is part of resistance 

Activist-Trauma Support was started in 
2005 in order to provide support especially 
during and after the G8 in Scotland. Previous 
experiences have shown that while self- 


mobilisation. It was new ground To step on 
since no experience could be called upon from 
previous times and we spent a lot of time in 
advance trying to figure out what would be 
needed and useful. 

In the end the group which was offering 
emotional first aid was split between the 
campsite in Stirling, where a big recovery 
dome was set up, and Edinburgh in the Forest 
Cafe, on the ground floor of the Indymedia 
Centre, where the missing persons helpline and 
prisoner/friends support were also organised 
from. Both groups ran a 24hr phone helpline. 

The recovery dome saw a steady flow of 
people coming to find somebody to talk about 


support” (which sounds quite dramatic , 
off-putting), prisoner support and “gem 
welfare”. We want to normalise ; 
destigmatise trauma, but we recognise th 
is a long way to go. 

We also realised that the first thing peo 
need after distressing experiences is to : 
their friends, and a lot of the times in si 
situations it can be hard to find them,.wh 
can be very upsetting in itself. That is why 
had also set up a missing persons helpli 

which was run in close connection to the l< 
team. This also served to deblock t 
phoneline from people calling to find out al 
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By Byron the Bulb 

What the Fuck is going on here? After 
Watergate, Nixon’s Plumbers, and the FBI’s 
other misadventures exploded into American 
living rooms in 1970s, the mainstream media 
assured the public that government had 
reformed and that the bad old days of 
domestic surveillance and COINTELPRO were 
gone. Of course domestic surveillance never 
totally disappeared — but now it’s 
unapologetically back. 

In addition to the recent revelations that the 
National Security Agency has been secretly 
monitoring thousands of telephone calls made 
by Americans, the cops have also been carrying 
out more targeting domestic spying. After 
the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, 
the government has (secretly and publicly) 
expanded the FBI’s and local police 
department’s authority to conduct 
investigations of political, social and religious 
groups under the guise of “combating 
terrorism” — even though none of these 
groups are involved in activities even remotely 
resembling terrorism. Whereas “terrorism” 
implies violence, the tidal wave of increased 
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police domestic spying has mostly targeted 
legal dissent activities. 

In other words, cops have been spying on 
people simply because they have dared to 
question the status quo. The government 
hopes that all this spying will scare people 
back into line so the feds can carry out their 
wars without any mass opposition. We can’t 
let all the reports of spying scare us into 
silence and compliance — we have to resist 
proudly, publicly and boldly. 

Much of the evidence of surveillance has 
come out because of the fantastic efforts of 
activists themselves. For example, an 
independent videographer in NYC recently 
released proof that undercover cops have been 
infiltrating Critical Mass bike rides for the 
past sixteen months, including a bike ride/vigil 
for a dead cyclist. Her tapes also showed that 
on at least one occasion during the 2004 anti- 
Republican National Convention (RNC) 
demonstrations, undercover police officers 
provoked a confrontation between the 
protesters and a heavily armed ‘tactical’ or 
riot squad leading to several arrests and mass 
beatings. Evidently Critical Mass and anti- 
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demonstrators 
‘terrorists’... 

Peace Fresno discovered that undercover 
police were infiltrating their events when they 
recogized a photograph of a police officer who 
had died in a motorcycle accident. The 
American Civil Liberty Union has also begun to 
uncover a trickle of documents (see article, 
this page.) The mainstream media has also 
obtained some evidence, such as the revelation 
that the US Army spied on thousands of non¬ 
violent protests at bases and recruiting 
stations. 

Why would the cops infiltrate a bunch of 
middle aged, pacifist, anti-war demonstrators 
that pretty much just hold up anti-war signs on 
street corners during commute hours? Are 
protest signs Weapons of Mass Destruction? 
Maybe cops think the protesters will jump off 
the street corners, beat the drivers over the 
head with their signs and hijack the cars. Then 
fill those cars with high explosives and crash 
into the Governor’s mansion in Sacramento... 
Hell, maybe they’ll even drive all the way to DC. 

The FBI have identified animal rights, 
environmental and even the rave-dance group 


Reclaim the Streets as “domestic tei 
organizations.” The FBI views the 
Liberation Front, (ELF) the Animal Libe 
Front, (ALF) and Stop Huntington A 
Cruelty, (SHAC) as the primary Don 
Terrorist groups in the United States, 
are considered terrorist organizations in 
of the fact they maintain a (to use the 
own wording) “operational philosophy 
discourages acts that harm any animal, h 
and nonhuman.” 

How the fuck can any group 
“discourages acts that harm any animal, h 
and nonhuman” be considered a ter 
organization? When I think of terrorism I 
of the World Trade Center or the U 
States bombing pharmaceutical plan 
Sudan — I sure as hell don’t think of fires 
SUV dealership, a vacant ski resort in 
Colorado, a field of genetically engine 
crops, or a mink farm. 

Evidently the Feds do. According to the 
website, they have briefed the United S 
Senate of their progress in comt>< 
ELF/ALF/SHAC terrorism five sepa 
times since 9/11; on 10/26/05, 5/1 f 
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their mates. 

Furthermore we organised a secret “safe 
space” some miles away from any action for 
people who really needed to get out of the 
area. It fortunately proved not to be necessary 
this time (at least we hope this is true). 

In terms of education we had set up 
www.activist-trauma.net, printed and 
distributed flyers about what we offered and 
what to do after instances of brutality, as well 
as a 6-page briefing about PTSD. Fliers also 
gave information and advice to friends and 
family of people in distress, on ways to offer 
support, and help prevent PTSD from 
developing. We also did a few workshops, but 
should have done more and advertised them 
better. 

The long-term support on phone, email and in 
person after the G8 was less than expected, 
(not sure if it was not needed or if people felt 
reluctant to use it or if we did not do 

sufficient outreach), but the hits on our 
webpage after the G8 were really high. We 
have started setting up a public contact base 
for support, accessible through the webpage, 
where people who need help can find people 
who offer to help in different ways. 

Experiences, lessons learnt and 
conclusions 

After a month we had an internal weekend 
with the aims of debriefing and looking into 
group dynamics, and then evaluating our work 
in order to draw lessons for other people who 
might want to do this work.* 

The general consensus was that all of us 
enjoyed doing the work: it felt useful, 
appreciated and it is rewarding to feel that 
somebody actually feels better after talking 
to you. 

Internal group dynamics are often 
complicated and this is especially true if 
people have been traumatised in the past, as all 
of the people in the working group had in some 
way or other. Summits are stressful situations 
at the best of times, they “trigger” people’s 
memories and remind them of previous 
traumatic situations. Additional factors were 
that a lot of the people did not really know 
each other beforehand and had very different 
personal and professional backgrounds and 
attitudes. 


We concluded it would be better for a 
future trauma support group to really try and 
get to know each other beforehand and put 
effort into trust building and group bonding, 
since we need to be able to draw strength 
from the group rather than having to deal with 
internal conflict. It might have been a good idea 
to have an external supervisor on site who was 
independent of the group and could provide 
support for the supporters and group 
facilitation if necessary. 

From the beginning we had made it clear 
amongst ourselves that we were offering 
emotional first aid and not therapy or deep 
counselling, since a campsite with police at the 
gate is not the right space for that, and 
therapy is a longer term project anyway. It 
turned out that it is not so easy to draw the 
line and opinions differ with different 
theoretical orientations. For any future work 
we think it would be important to have an in- 
depth exploration of this topic beforehand and 
to agree on some ground rules. 

We found out that trauma support is very 
narrowly focused and naturally ended up doing 
other mental health work. It is difficult to 
draw the line and we recognise the need for 
broader self-organised mental health support 
in our movements, but at the same time due to 
limited resources we could only focus mainly on 
trauma. It also became clear that trauma work 
in itself during big mobilisations can’t be 
reduced to police brutality, because the 
repressive environment triggers all kinds of 
old trauma like childhood sexual abuse, rape 
and other previous experiences of brutality. It 
is important when doing emotional first aid to 
keep in mind that the person you are talking to 
might be carrying all kinds of old trauma with 
them. Also, different people need different 
things, so it is important to be prepared to be 
able to adapt to people’s specific needs and 
ways of coping. 

There is a definite need for general welfare 
work - cups of tea, massages, a.quiet space 
and blankets can make an enormous difference, 
and also in terms of preventing burn out. The 
impact of lack of sleep turned out to be widely 
underestimated. 

It felt useful to blur general welfare and 
trauma support, especially since a lot of people 


feel uneasy about going to some kind of5 
“trauma tent” (it would, by the way, bel 
interesting to look at what different reasons! 
stop people from coming). How to make] 
trauma support “mentally” accessible for as! 
many people as possible is a longer discussion. 
Co-operation with prisoner support and legal 
teams, co-operation with general welfare 
services, co-operation with medics, there are a 
lot of links where people can step in. In the end 
it is important to raise awareness about the 
topic and to make an effort to destigmatise it 
by integrating and normalising it, and making | 
support easy to approach. 

We feel we succeeded in putting the topic I 
on the agenda. Hopefully it will become an 
intrinsic aspect of activist work, similar to i 
legal and medical support. However it may take 
a long time to change the culture in our 
movements to a really supportive one, where 
we are not ashamed of what we feel and can be 
sure to be respected and supported in what 
we are going through. We hope this is a first I 
step and it will be as normal to seek trauma | 
support as going to the medics and that one j 
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day the stigma will be overcome - hopefully not 
only in terms of traumatic stress, but also in 
wider mental health. 

It is not quite clear yet in which ways this 
work will be continued. However a few of us 
intend to continue this work, at least with work 
on the webpage and providing 
email/phone/personal support and information 
and maybe getting involved in other actions 
and mobilisations. If you are interested in this 
work, please get in touch. 
www.activist-trauma.net 
Other useful websites: 

Healing activist trauma in the States: 
http://healingtrauma.pscap.org/ 


By Sarah 

This summer documents released by the 
American civil liberties union reveled FBI 
monitoring of several Michigan activists 
groups. Among the groups mentioned were 
The Coalition to Defend Affirmative Action, 
Integration and Immigration Right and Fight 
for Equality By Any Means Necessary 
(BAMN), an Ann Arbor- based civil rights 
group; Direct Action a multi issue activist 
group that now focuses on challenging military 
recruitment; and the now-defunct East 
Lansing Animal Rights Movement (ELARM). 
The documents contained notes from an “Anti- 
Terrorism Symposium” hosted by the Michigan 
State Police, and listed the groups as being 
“potentially involved in terrorist activities.” 
ELARM, an animal rights student group based 
out of Michigan State University, was 
described as being “similar to and may have 
links to ALF/ELF.” This conclusion must have 
been based solely on the group’s pro-animal 
politics, as the group mostly held vegan 
potlucks and staged an occasional non-violent, 
non-confrontational protest during its brief 
existence. The document also contained 
information on the group’s membership 
numbers, something that would be difficult to 
obtain without surveying the group’s meetings.- 
ELARM was described as being “linked” to the 
Lansing-based group “Direct Action”, and the 
documents contained information on a protest 
it organized against the racial profiling of 
Middle Eastern men by the FBI in 2002. The 
documents also contained information about a 
conference being planned by BAMN, while 
admitting “past demonstrations by this group 1 
have been peaceful.” 

The documents were obtained as part of a 
national Freedom of Information Act request 
by the ACLU on behalf of over 70 groups and 
individuals across the country to find out the 
level of police and FBI surveillance of political 
activists as a result of the Patriot Act. More 
information, including the FBI documents that 
were released can be found on-line at 
www.aclu.org/safefree/spying/index.html 


o/io/u4, z/i^/uz, ana on zibioz. ihe first 
four of those briefings dealt exclusively with 
ELF/ALF/SHAC. 

Why is the FBI so hell-bent on prosecution of 
ELF/ALF/SHAC? Well, they’re reporting to 
their Masters and their Masters’ first priority 
is money. People have always taken a second 
place to property rights — money — in this 
country. These groups are attacking property 
rights in the most direct way possible, and the 
threat of their success is obvious to the fat 
cats who run this country. 

The feds must be so frustrated trying to 
break up groups that exist only in a shared 
attitude and concerted actions. No dues, no 
hierarchy, not even any traditional structure. 
Do you have any idea how hard it must be to 
infiltrate an affinity group? And when you do, 
you can only bust somewhere between 4 to 10 
people... Unfortunately those people will do a 
lot of jail time that will be entirely 
disproportionate to the crimes for which they 
will be accused. Earth First’s Jeff ‘Free’ 
Luers is serving over twenty two years in 
prison for setting three SUV’s on fire in 
Eugene Oregon. Almost all people convicted of 



second degree murder receive less time. 

And so it seems that police infiltrators and 
provocateurs are an increasing presence in our 
activities. That presence will only increase as 
our strength and perceived threat to 
corporate Amerika increases. I propose that 
we make ourselves aware of police infiltration, 
but never let that knowledge intimidate us. If 
police undercovers want to ride in Critical 
Mass bike ride, so what? We never know what 
direction CM is going anyway so what can they 
learn? If we can develop fluid, non-hierarchical, 
unstructured activities/events/places that 
exist only as long as they are needed, police 
can’t learn much even if they do manage to 
infiltrate. Hell, I’ve been a part of an Infoshop 
for over three years and I’ve no idea of 
everything that’s going on. I doubt that the 
cops could do any better. The Slingshot 
collective changes members, priorities and 
direction every time a new issue comes out, so I 
can’t see a police infiltrator learning anything 
useful there either. As long as you maintain a 
minimal level of security consciousness, there’s 
no need to be paranoid; even if the undercovers 
are around they won’t learn jack shit. 
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By Sarah Reaburn 

Flanked by Cubans, Brazilians, Peruvians, 
Guatemalans, Italians, Turks, Aussies and many 
other members of the international community 
in Cuba to participate in a Solidarity Brigade 
at the International Camp of Julio Antonio 
Mayer, I listened as Cuba’s Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Felipe Perez Roque — for the 14th 
time — presented to the United Nations a 
draft resolution to end the US blockade 
against Cuba. 

Walking around Havana is enough for anyone 
to get at least a shallow understanding of the 
disasterous impact of the US embargo on 
Cuba’s economy, which has in fact begun to 
emerge from it’s initial plummet following the 
fall of the Soviet Bloc in ‘91, which caused 
Cuba to lose 85% of its economy, 92% of its oil 
supply and much of its agricultural and 
commodity imports. 

The blockade is nothing new — it was 
imposed upon Cuba as a response to the 
seizure of corporate property and the 
agrarian reform (the taking back of land from 
mostly American holdings) implemented by 
Fidel Castro’s government. The blockade was 
imposed by U.S. President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower on October 19, 1960 with 
restrictions on trade greatly tightening ever 
since. 

The tension was thick between the hope for 
Ghange and the reality of stubborn U.S. 
imperialism that still oppresses Cuba 45 years 
since the revolution. We hung on to each word, 
as we clung to the impossible chance that 
maybe this year would see the end of the 
blockade. 


agricultural exportations and 3.6 billion dollars 
every year in other economic activity, 
according to studies carried out by American 
institutions (www.cubafoiindation.orn) . 

US policy has restrictive effects 
encompassing global development. The 
Tortecelli act of the blockade prevents 
subsidiaries of U.S. companies in third world 
countries from being able to trade with Cuba. 
One example as stated by Minister Roque in his 
speech was regarding the equipment and 
supplies used by Cuban biotechnological 
research centers, now, amongst other 
important projects, producing therapeutic 
vaccines against cancer. These supplies were 
formerly purchased from the Swiss company 
Pharmacia which was then bought by the 
British company Amersham which was then 


pressure cookers, vaccines, airplanes, and 
microscopes are unable to go to Cuba if they 
are produced with American technology. This 
is a reciprocal law in that any country doing 
trade with the U.S. must first prove that it 
does not contain any raw material from Cuba 
— no preserves made with what would be 
Cuba’s largest export — sugar — may be sold 
to the U.S.. Cuba is also the world’s third 
largest nickel producer, and no product that 
contains more than 10% of Cuban nickel may be 
sold to or traded with the U.S (Roque speech, 
www.cubaminrex.cu) . 

These few examples listed here and the too 
many examples that Senor Roque listed in his 
speech are enough to demonstrate that in the 
United States zeal to protest Cuba’s Human 
Rights policies, it is simultaneously enforcing 
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As old as the blockade may be, the hardships 
faced by the Cuban people are fresh each day. 
Cuba is prevented from exporting to the U.S., 
and the only imports that Cuba may receive 
from the U.S. are agricultural and subject to 
extensive and constantly changing restrictions. 
The implications for this are vast and apply to 
critical areas of Cuban life such as health and 
education. With many US transnationals and 
their subsidiaries holding patents to lifesaving 
medications, Cuba has had no access to these 
medications, not because it can not pay fairly 
for them what the rest of the international 
community pays for them, but because the 
Castro government continues to “violate the 
human rights”. The irony of this is painful and 
even deadly. 

The damage that the blockade does to each 
of the respective countries is overwhelming — 
the estimated cost of the blockade to Cuba’s 
economy is approximately 82 billion dollars. 
The projected losses for the American 
economy are up to 1.2 billion dollars^ year in 
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purchased by General Electric, an American 
Corporation. Within one week of the takeover, 
all contracts with Cuba were canceled. 

When you consider that the U.S. controls 
approximately half of the world’s giant 
transnationals, including 8 out of ten of the 
most economically significant players, and when 
you consider that it owns 11 out of 14 of the 
transnationals in the I.T. and communications 
sector of the world market, and that 5 out of 
the ten pharmaceutical companies that control 
the sale of the world’s medicines are American 
(Lauren Mack), that Cuba has managed to 
begin to recover from the Special Period and 
that its economy is beginning to improve ever 
so slightly, even as the U.S. implements 
stricter restrictions, is an indication of the 
fortitude and resilience of the Cuban people. 

The blockade also forbids companies from 
third world countries from selling to Cuba 
goods or services which use American 
technology or which have more than 10% U.S. 
content This means thinne as hasic as 
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the extraterritorial application of United 
States laws against countries (Roque) such as 
my country, Canada, and it is therefore a 
serious violation of International Law, one that 
is disgustingly being carried out under the 
banner of “Democracy”. 

The US continues to claim that its blockade 
against Cuba is designed to encourage Cuba to 
become a democratic state. If the US believed 
in democracy, they would have renounced their 
illegal blockade because for the fourteenth 
year in a row, the vast majority of the U.N. 
General Assembly voted to end the blockade 
with only four nations in support of the 
blockade - the U.S., Israel, Marshall Islands and 
Palau, with one abstention by Micronesia. That 
means that 182 nations voted in favor of 
ending the blockade (Mack, 
www.upi.com/lnternationallntelligence). And 
yet because the United States holds a position 
on the Security Council, the resolution to end 
the blockade can not be passed. Some 
democracy. 
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During the brigade, our days were full of 
meetings with ministers of economics, 
interviews with guerrilla fighters who fought 
with Che in Angola or Fidel in the Sierra 
Maestra, lectures from principals and 
teachers, and discussions with health 
professionals all to address Cuba as it is, how 
it got there and where it is going. The 
conversations were fascinating and passionate. 
But there was something so much more deeply 
moving about watching the speech at the UN. 
It was not for a while afterwards that I 
realized why that meeting had such an 
emotionally impressive effect on me. As we 
watched, thousands of miles from his small 
homeland, deliver dire examples of how the 
blockade affects his homeland and the world at 
large — as we sat, arms linked, as the 
representative for this small island of barely 
11 million stand up against the Goliaths that 
are U.S. imperialist policies terrorizing 
countries around the world and then speak 
against the lies and injustice they are 
perpetrating — as we listened to this man 
detail just one of the many crimes the U.S is 
committing in an attempt to create one more 
subordinate government to globalize its 
economic fantasies and consumer monoculture 
and then say no, I felt comforted. I felt my 
interests and rights as a global citizen who' 
cares about justice in international law 
defended. No, I do not agree with all of 
Castro’s human right’s policies, and Cuba is 
not a perfect country with a clean judicial 
record. But neither is the U.S. As Bush’s 
purported guide and teacher, Jesus Christ 
said, “Let those who have not sinned, be the 
first to cast the stones.” 

The votes came in and the Cuban People 
celebrated the overwhelming the majority vote 
as a victory. However, I only remember feeling 
hollow. 

The U.N. defines its purpose as “bringing 
all nations of the world together to work for 
peace and development, based on the 
principles of justice, human dignity and the 
well-being of all people. It affords the 
opportunity for countries to balance global 
interdependence and national interests when 
addressing international problems”(UN 
Cyberschoolbus website). It claims democracy 
as its very foundation. 

How then, does the body of the United 
Nations have such a defunct organ as the 
Security Council where there are only five 
permanent members, all of whom have veto 
power, so that even if a resolution does receive 
a majority vote in the General Assembly; it can 
be blocked by the US? How is it that these 
permanent members are the only nations that 
can decide what governments must do under 
the United Nations Charter, versus the rest of 
■the world who can only recommend what should 
be done? How is it possible that any group 
organized like this is able to give 
recommendations to another on instituting 
democracy and expect the directives to be 
respected? It seems, that we, the people, 
should perhaps be giving some 
recommendations of our own to these 
institutions that attempt to dictate our lives 
with their arbitrary definitions of democracy, 
which morph according to the oil supply or the 
cultural and political resistance of the country 
in question. 

As long as we aren’t speaking out, we are 
approving the status quo. As long as we are 
quiet about the blatant injustices we see 
everyday then, as Yevgeny Yevteshenko said, 
“The truth is replaced by silence, and the 
silence is a lie.” 



By Kirsten Anderberg 

Walking down the street a few months back, 
I noticed a visibly mangled bicycle with white¬ 
washed and twisted tires-and frame, chained 
to a lamppost with the sign, “Ghostcycle.org 
#39” hanging on it. I went on-line and found 
that GhostCycle.org is a Seattle “bike 
accident awareness” project that could be 
recreated in any city. 

The group solicits accident stories involving 
bicycles and cars on Seattle streets. The site 
tells the story of each bicyclist’s accident, and 
then a memorial ghostbike is placed on the 
spot. Ghostbikes’ tires are contorted and the 
whole is painted in eerie white for a “ghostly” 
effect. 

GhostCycle Seattle lists approximately 100 


surrounding areas since May 2005. “As the 
information began pouring in, patterns arose 
and we were able to identify and isolate 
trouble spots all over Seattle. On August 1, 
2005, ‘ghostcycles’ were placed in each of 
those trouble locations.” 

By highlighting statistics, stories, and 
patterns within the Seattle area of vehicle 
traffic and bicycle accidents, Seattle’s 
GhostCycle reminds drivers that “the roads 
they drive on do not belong to them alone, but 
that these spaces must be shared with the 
cyclists and pedestrians around them.” 

Cyclists are run down in American streets 
by cars, buses, and trucks every day. All cities 
would benefit from a GhostCycle team. Start 
one today! 
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by Thera 

Punk began as a reaction to mainstream 
culture; defining itself not just by its fast, 
discordant music, but also by its politics. Punk 
rockers oppose dominant, capitalist 
mainstream lifestyles. Bands like Discharge, 

The Germs, Millions of Dead Cops, and Crass, 
took a stand against the status quo, not just 
with their shocking names, but with their 
lifestyles as well. Bands and punk rock fans 
alike often went to great lengths to show 
their opposition to mainstream music and 
lifestyles. From starting squats in abandoned 
buildings to putting together benefit shows 
against animal testing in laboratories, they 
believed in the tenet "do it yourself," or DIY. 

Besides making music, many punks were 
involved in promoting equality for all people, 
and doing so in the face of big business. 

Since the first mainstream American 
feminist movements, in the 1960s and 1970s, 
pornography has been a subject of contention 
between people who view any kind of 
pornography as another form of capitalism and 
patriarchy working to keep women trapped in 
exploitative relationships, and people who 
believe that erotic performance can be utilized 
as a tool to encourage a healthy enjoyment of 
sex in the face of oppressive mainstream 
cultural views of sex and sexuality. Regardless 
of what views you take on the issue of porn, i t 
is an undeniable fact that pornography makes a 
lot of money, and that the largest pornography 
busineses are run by men who are more 
interested in making money than in changing 
our society's perceptions of sex and power. 

According to one report, Americans spend 
around $10 billion a year on the (legal) sex 
industry. What happens when punk rock 
aesthetic meets up with pornography's money 
machine on the internet? 

Part of a new kind of internet pom claims to 
have brought porn and punk rock together at 
last. Sites like Suicide Girls, Burning Angel 
and SuperCult profess to combine mainstream 
visual erotica with subculture looks and ideas. 

How successfully they do this, however, is a 
question that remains in the forefront of many 
people's minds. What’s empowering about a 
new aesthetic in porn? Is it possible to 
broaden mainstream standards of beauty, and 
would punk porn help? Can punk porn maintain 
any of its radical ideals or is it just a niche 
market? 

Porn on the internet reaches all the markets 
of porn viewers, from people who look at 
Playboy to "hardcore" porn buffs. Many social 
activists and other feminists believe that porn 
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is "not so much about sex per se as about male 
power exerted against females." The creators 
of "alternative" porn sites say that they are 
reclaiming porn for women, using punk rock 
DIY ethics. They say that by providing a space 
for women who are pierced or tattooed to 
make porn, they are encouraging the soci etal 


Burning Angel are run by women, which is 
unusual in the world of internet porn. The 
creators claim that their sites celebrate 
female sexual freedom. In an interview Spooky, 
one of the founders of Suicide Girls, stated 
that "These girls are not being paid to play 
the part in member's fantasies, they are being 



Irr: a world where you can find any kind of porn 
.<£ are photos of naked, tattooed girls 


acceptance of kinds of beauty that are not 
seen in mainstream porn. But in a world where 
you can find any kind of porn you want on the 
internet, from "all redheads" to "biker girls" 
to "latina ass,” are photos of naked, tattooed 
girls so subversive? These proprietors are 
exploiting a lifestyle without making anyone 
feel uncomfortable about the political 
implications of punk. 

A few of the sites like Suicide Girls and 


subversive? ^ 

paid to be themselves." Under the premise of 
letting the viewer "really" get to know each 
model, the girls write entries about their 
fantasies, their favorite foods, and what music 
they like to listen to, some models even keep a 
daily online journal. This seemingly 
"subversive" personalization of their porn 
profiles actually started in mainstream porn as 
a way to develop the girl next door fantasy. 

By providing "true" information about a model, 
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Using ironic, radical and humorous analysis in 
the tradition of Michael Moore, 
author/psychologist Morgan Two Fires 
Kazembe takes the reader on a no holds barred 
journey through class and race in 
America—past, present and future. 
Combining in-depth scholarship, free verse and 
satirical vignettes. “The Sorcerer’s Trick” 
demonstrates how age-old power relations, 
self-deception and hidden everyday 
contradictions keep social control alive and well 
in our society. Kazembe invites the reader to 
look at power struggle from a new 
perspective, one that is spiritual as well as 
critical, in order to challenge the so-called 
“Sorcerer’s Trick”. Kazembe’s style is highly 
reminiscent of the politically charged, 
subversive comic books of famed Mexican 
author, Rius (“AB Che”, “Imperialism for 
Beginners”, etc). My Latin American soul 
brothers and sisters have been using gallows 
humor (literally) for decades to reach out to 
the masses about some very unpleasant 
political, economic and human rights truths. 
American Scholars, on the other hand, including 
African American scholars, tend to be more 


uptight and earnest when addressing sociai 
ills. This is why “Sorcerer’s Trick” is so 
refreshing. Kazembe looks at topics such as 
police brutality and the widening rich-poor 
divide in ways that are compelling as well as 
wacky and entertaining. Like Rius, he 
irreverently uses cut and paste pictures from 
unexpected sources ranging actual slave sales 
announcements from the early 1800’s to 
“buppy” oriented business journals. My 
favorite is Kazembe’s use of an old sepia 
photograph of a white missionary reading to a 
group of ragged black children to introduce 
his critique of Bush’s “No Child Left Behind” 
public education policy. 

As an educator, I highly recommend “The 
Sorcerer’s Trick” as an introductory book for 
undergraduate African American, political and 
cultural studies courses. It is a creative 
alternative to the stuffy, verbose, ethnic 
studies literature that’s out there today. My 
eighteen year old students may, unfortunately, 
nod out when reading intellectual giants such 
as Cornell West. In contrast, the “Sorcerer’s 
Trick” is, by far, a better attention-grabber 
and discussion starter for the hiphop, MTV 


crowd. 

Morgan Two Fires Kazembe hails from a 
small farming town in Alabama. A Viet-Nam era 
veteran, Dr. Kazembe has tapped into the 
relationship that violence and power have in 
impeding human potential. He has been a 
community psychologist and cultural/youth 
services leader in some of the nation’s most 
volatile communities for nearly three decades. 
He’s also a performance artist and his stage 
work (songs, spoken word, etc.) combine the 
poignant with the zany, just like his book. I 
caught one of his shows recently at a Salsa 
joint in Oakland. In a Moorish costume, 
surrounded by Congolese drummers and fire- 
twirling Algerian belly dancers, Kazembe’s 
spoken word performance was truly unique. I 
would describe it as Pan-African Dadaism with 
plenty of meaning and depth. The- same 
characteristics that I found when reading 
“The Sorcerer’s Trick: A Weapon of Mass 
Deception”. "The Sorcerer’s Trick” is 
published out of a small Bay Area company 
called Crying Lion Corporation. The online 
address is: 

http://www.cryinglion.com/home.html. 


the viewer will feel more connected to the 
model, and then pay for more images of her. 
And, by giving the model the impression of 
empowered autonomy, the site owners are able 
to pay less per model than in mainstream porn. 
This pretext of intimacy isn’t subversive—it’s 
good marketing. 

Embracing at least part of the DIY idea, 
many of these sites don't employ professional 
photographers. Rather, they encourage the 
girls to take pictures themselves and then 
upload them to their profile page. While the 
models get to pick what sort of photos they 
want shown, it really just lowers overhead and 
increases profit. And, like all pay per view 
porn sites, punk porn offers "teaser” pictures 
for free, encouraging the viewer to pay with a 
credit card to see full nude shots. While 
models on Suicide Girls and other sites have 
some creative say in their photos, they do not 
get paid as much as models for other sites. 
Instead, a mystique had been built around 
these "punk porn stars." There are Suicide 
Girls and Burning Angel parties held 
frequently in major cities around the US, and 
each profile has a place where viewers can rate 
the model. It may seem that punk pornography 
must be liberating to the models who, since 
they don’t make much money off of it, must do 
it for the love of posing naked. However, I 
don't think that this is actually the case. In my 
encounters with models, both in real life and cn 
their websites, the models and owners of the 
sites did not seem to get involved as a reaction 
to dominant porn, or as a way of turning the 
ideals of beauty and feminity on their heads. 

Punk Porn sites claim that they are 
presenting images of women who are 
nontraditionally beautiful. Sadly, there is little 
truth to the claim. The sites are all run 
similarly, using a screening process to find and 
approve models that fit into some beauty 
standard. Even if not all the models cn 
SuperCult are blonde with DD cups, they all 
fit into the "normal" category of body types. 
On all these sites, I have not seen one obese 
woman, only a few women who were discernibly 
not white, and no women with visible physical 
disabilities. If, by showing women with a few 
tattoos, the creators of these sites believe 
that they are really blowing open mainstream 
beauty ideals, they should probably reevaluate. 

If they want a captive audience who will pay f o r 
pretty young women who look alternative, 
they’re doing it right. There’s also another 
problem. Defining beauty by a market means 
that one can only be beautiful if the market 
agrees. It’s just not possible to sell social 
change, because the problem of capitalism 
persists. 

Regardless of the spin that owners put cn 
their punk porn sites, it’s still work that 
women do to pay the rent or get through med 
school or whatever, and there are still tons of 
men fantasizing about women they’ll never 
sleep with. 

Since the advent of corporate "punk" tours 
like the Warped Tour, and shops like Hot 
Topic, the "punk" aesthetic has really taken 
off in mainstream fashion and music. With pop 
singers like Avril Lavigne and Ashlee Simpson 
i| showing how sexy and non-threatening punk- 
|| looking girls can be, it is easy to see how they 
|F have made punk rock look appealing to the very 
It people it is actually revolting against. Rather 
|| than providing a site that is truly DIY and 
if really does show all sorts of naked punks, these 
|| websites have simply adopted the aesthetics 
|| of punk, running a corporate machine 
|| underneath. Suicide Girls recently joined 
|| forces with Playboy. And, while at first they 

I ”' claim they were receiving many letters about 
how unattractive their models were, because 
they were so "alternative" looking, the 
Playboy.com members page now features a 
"Suicide Girl of the Week." Websites like 
Suicide Girls, Burning Angel and SuperCult 
may provide a specific kind of aesthetic to the 
viewers, just as “hot asian chicks" websites or 
"young white trash” magazines do, but they 
are not actually punk. They might present 
images of models with tattoos or piercings, 
but the sites themselves do not have anything 
to do with the social concerns that punk rock 
often embodies. 

























Page 12 • Slingshot • Winter2005 



Compiled by PB Floyd 

Infoshops and community spaces are the 
physical manifestation of communities of 
resistance — folks coming together to lay the 
foundations for a new social structure. Since 
last issue, I’ve had the opportunity to visit 
infoshops and community spaces in Portland, 
Oregon and Louisville, Kentucky, as well as talk 
to numerous folks at Infoshops everywhere 
while distributing the 2006 Slingshot 
Organizer. These visits and conversations are 
so inspiring — there are so many folks doing 
amazing projects everywhere. 

In Louisville, I saw the Brick House center. 
They have recently purchased a huge, rundown 
building that they’re in the process of fixing 
up. It hosts a largish, welt-organized library, a 
smaller zine area, a kids play/arts and crafts 
area, an art gallery, a public access internet 
room, an event space for shows, a meeting 
room, a huge free store, and a bicycle 
workshop. They also host WXBH, a group that 
has received an FCC license to build Louisville’s 
first low power FM community radio station — 
they are currently trying to raise $70,000 to 
build the transmitter. 

Keeping track of the comings and goings of 
infoshops and radical community spaces around 
the country gives me a sense of hope for the 
future. The past few months has seen the 
opening of the greatest number of new spaces 
in several years. Vibrant communities are able 
to create infoshops and ultimately, vibrant 
communities can use them as tools to extend 
the struggle beyond a difficult-to-contact 
friendship network and into a powerful force 
for change. If you’re in any of these places, 
check out and support these spaces! 

Iron Rail Bookstore re-opens in New 
Orleans, LA 

Even a hurricane can’t blow them down! Iron 
Rail Bookstore reopened in November — they 
think their library was the first library to re¬ 
open in the city! Visit them from 1:00 pm to 
7:00 pm everyday. 511 Marigny St. (@ 
Decatur St., New Orleans, LA 70117, 504- 
944-0366. 

Aboveground Zine Library reopens - 
New Orleans, LA 

They lost some zines and have a new address 
but they’re back up and running — zine 
donations are always welcome. Send ‘em to: 
Aboveground Zine Library, 107 E. Lakeshore 
Dr., Carriere, MS 39426. 
www.geocities.com/abovegroundlibrary 
People's Free Space - Portland, Maine 
Who says all Portland projects are in Oregon} 
PFS opened in September after over three 
years of preparation as a community space and 
infoshop. They have a lending library, kids 
space, free room, offices, computers, kitchen, 
books and zines for sale and a common room for 



workshops, performances, meetings and 
events. Food Not Bombs, Portland Tenants 
Union and GE Free Maine all work out of the 
space, and other community groups such as the 
Portland Victory Gardens Project and the 
Winter Cache Project meet and hold events 
there. The Frida Bus, the People's Free 
Space's mobile veggie oil powered community 
space is parked alongside the building. A Free 
School is based at the People's Free Space 
and offers regular workshops. Visit at 144 
Cumberland Ave. Portland, ME 04101, 207- 
822-9869, www.peoplesfreespace.org 
Free Speech Zone - Salt Lake City, 

UT 

They’re a “progressive retail store” with a 
free literature/reading area that sells books, 
locally made items, posters, cards, art, bumper 
stickers, pins and sweatshop free t-shirts. 
They have free movies on Saturday nights and 
have 2 high schools doing monthly open mic 
nights. They host meetings for the IWW, Pom 
Poms Not Bomb Bombs, the Green Party, 


People for Peace and Justice of Utah, the 
Shundahai Network and the Utah Libertarian 
party. 2144 south 1100 east #130 Salt Lake 
City , Utah 84106 801-487-2295 

www.freespeech-zone.com 
Social Justice Center Infoshop - 
Albany, NY 

Check out the new Infoshop in Albany that 
replaces the closed Ironweed Infoshop. Open 
11 am to 7 pm Saturdays with events at other 
times. 33 Central Avenue, Albany, NY 12210, 
518/434-4037 albanyinfoshop@riseup.net 
The Hive - Flagstaff, AZ 
They’re a community space run by the 
Flagstaff Indigo Movement, a low-income 
youth-advocacy group, on the verge of opening 
an infoshop radical library at the existing 
space. The Hive already offers classes 
ranging from circus practice to martial arts to 
self-defense, bike-repair, yoga, and an after¬ 
school art program for grade-school kids. The 
space also serves as a meeting-place for local 
activists, a gallery for local artists, a kitchen 
and serving-space for Food Not Bombs, and 
houses a bi-weekly poetry slam and community 
garden tools. The soon to open infoshop is 
looking for donations of books and zines 
especially on: women's studies, queer and 
transgender studies, people of 
color/interracial studies, issues of 
environmental racism & environmental justice 
and alternative medicine. Visit 319 S. San 
Francisco St., Flagstaff, AZ 86001. 
Alternative Arts Center / Sweet 
Candy Zine Library - Philadelphia, PA 
They opened in January to provide resources 
for creativity and also a kid-friendly space. 
They have arts and crafts hours for kids, a 
zine library, and host events plus have tons of 
resources: a copy machine, one inch button 
maker, electric typewriter, cut & paste 


215-531-3155 


supplies and more! 

Philadelpia, PA 
www.eyecandyzine.com 
Lancaster Avenue Autonomous 
Space (LAVA) - Philadelphia 
They are a community center that provides 
shared space for meetings and meals and a 
home for collectively owned resources for 
media, arts, construction, and community 
activism. They host ACT-UP, Philly 
Independent Media Center, the Defenestrator 
(anarchist newspaper), a library, copier, 
computer lab, Food Not Bombs, and a radio- 
station, plus events. 4134 Lancaster Ave. 
Philadelphia, PA 19143 215.387.6155 
www.defenestrator.org/lava/ 

Dry River Radical Resource Center - 
Tucson, AZ 

A new infoshop with a free store, computer 
access, radical video series and Spanish 
classes. Open 2-8pm M-F and 10-4pm sat and 
sun. 657 W St. Marys Tucson, AZ 85705 - no 
phone yet - dryriver.org 
Haymarket Books - Calgary, 

Canada 

A radical book shop - they hope to open a cafe 
soon as well. Open Wednesday-Sunday, 11am - 
6pm. 1014 Macleod Trail SE (northbound) 
Calgary, AB T2G 2M7 (403) 234-0260 
331/3 Books - Los Angeles, CA 
They are a worker owned art gallery, book and 
zine shop that also sells handmade and/or non¬ 
sweat shop clothes. Open noon - 9 everyday. 
1200 N. Alvarado St., Los Angeles, CA 
90026, 213-483-3500. 

Sandpaper Books - Los Angeles 
A radical bookstore has taken over the building 
left vacant when radical community center Flor 
y Canto closed in LA recently. Check them at 
3706 N. Figueroa St., Los Angeles, CA 90065. 
The Wire - Athens, OH 
They’ve been open for 2 years as an all 


volunteer run and supported noi^rofit space 
featuring: Athens' Bike Co-op, an alternative 
lending library, Internet access, an art space, 
meeting and workshop space. Open Wed - Sun 
2 pm-8 pm at 21 Kern St. Athens, OH 45701 
740 589-5111, athenswire.org 
Spartacus Books re-opens after fire - 
Vancouver, BC, Canada 
After their 20+ year-old store burned down in 
April, 2004, they have re-opened! Check them 
out on the 2nd Floor, 319 East Hastings 
Street, Vancouver, BC (Coast Salish Terr) 
Canada. 

Northland Poster Collective - 
Minneapolis, MN 

They’ve been a tool for artistic organizing for 
26 years - check ‘em out at: 1613 E. Lake 
Street (PO Box 7096), Minneapolis MN 
55407, 800627.3082 




Gaian Mind - Long Beach, CA 

They’re an eco-punx co-op space. Check ‘em 
out. 620 Pacific Ave., Long Beach, CA 90802, 
562-552-9930, www.gaian-mind.org 

Our Community Bikes - Vancouver, 
Canada 

They promote do-it-yourself bike repair and 
bicycle empowerment and provide tools and 
repair instruction. They also have a regular i 
repair shop. Open 11-6 every day at 3283’ 
Main Street (at 17th) Vancouver, BC, V5V 
3M6 Canada. (604) 879-24531 

pedalpower.org/ocb. , 

We’ve received word of the following places to|, 
check out in Los Angeles, Seattle & Portland: t ’ 

• Bicycle Kitchen, 706 Heliotrope, Los Angeles, 
CA 90029, 323.NO.CARRO (323.662.2776). 

• Southern California Library for Social 

Studies and Research, 6120 South Vermont 
Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90044, (323) 759- 
6063. | 

• Zine Archive and Publishing Project, in the 
Richard Hugo House, 1634 11th Ave, Seattle, 
WA 98122. 

• School and Community Re-use Action Project, 

3901A N Williams, Portland, OR 97227, 

(503) 294-0769. 

• Community Cycling Center, 1700 NE Alberta 
Street, Portland, OR 97211, 503/288.8864. 

A traveler recently pointed out that out \ 
listing of contacts in Mexico in the Organizer 
was lacking and suggested these contacts ... 

Junax • San Cristobal de Las Casas, 
Chiapas 

A hostel for volunteers with communal food; 
sharing that is the office for Chiapas /1 
indymedia. #17 Ejercito Nacional. 

Frente Zapatista and the Maquiladora 
Worker Information Center - Tijuana, 
Mexico 

A contact in Tijuana: 32B Calle Dolores. 
www.cittac.org 

Centro De Midios Llbres - Mexico 
City i 

34a Actopan, entre monterrey y medellin, col.! 
Roma Sur, metros centro medico y 
chilpancingo, http://vientos.info/ 

San Diego, Calif-tour 

The folks in San Diego, Calif, have compiled at 

tour of places to go if you go to San Diego - 

check this out and let us know what you think: 

/docs.indymedia.org/view/Local/SanDiegoRad 

icalPlaces 

Places that are Gone 

We have word that the following spots are 
gone or at least that we no longer have correct 
addresses for them — let us know if you have 
any details: 

• Breakdown Collective in Denver, CO. 

• We’ve had mail returned from the PO Box of 
the Autonomous People’s Project in Louisville - 


we’re not sure if they’re gone or just lost their 
PO Box. 

• Green Heart collective in Collingswood, NJ 
has closed. 

Corrections to the 2006 Organizer 

• The address for the Alternative Press 
Center in Baltimore, MD should be 
1443Gorsuch Ave., not 1441, Baltimore MD 
21218, 410.243.2471. 

• The listing for the Mosaic in Grand Rapids, 
Ml should actually be a listing for Sabo’s 
Infoshop. The correct phone # is 616-881- 
5263. 

• The address for the Solidarity Radical 
Center in Lawrence, KS is wrong — it should 
be 1119 Massachusetts, not 119. 

• It’s Left Bank books in Seattle! 

• The address for Red Emma’s books in 
Baltimore is St. Paul St., not Paul St. 

• Brighter Days Infoshop - Detroit, Ml have 
moved - the new address is 13160 Klinger St., 
Detroit, Ml 48212. 

• The Phoenix Anarchist Coalition post office 
box has moved - the new address is PO Box 
3438, Tempe, AZ 85280-3438 


Centro Social Libertario Ricardo Fiores 
Magon-Mexico DF. 

El Centro Social Libertario Ricardo Magon 
(CSL-RFM) ha comenzado su andar en 
recientes dias con el objetivo de consolidarse 
como espacio de formation,encuentro, reflexion 
y action colectiva libertarians! como de otros 
movimientos sociales afines.Sus instalaciones 
estan abiertas al desarollo de diversas 
i actividades como talleres,circulos de 
estudio,presentaciones,exposiciones, 
convivios,platicas y conferencias.Los proyectos 
i que por el momenta alberga son: La biblioteca 
I de critica y alternativa radical;la Cooperativa 
Cultural libre; el Cine Club Jean Vigo y el 
periodico Autonomia. 

*Este Centro Social comenzo en 1998.El 
nombre del anarquista Ricardos Flores Magon 
designado por el centro social, tiene la 
I intention de reafirmar la memoria de las luchas 
: de liberation del pueblo mejicano. 

El colectivo invita a organizaciones o 
j individuates a participar en este proyecto 
1 anarquista para crear un espacio de gestation 
| de la Revolution Social. 

Direcion:Cerrada de Londres No.14 interior 1 
I Colia Juarez,Delegacion Cuauhtemoc. 

| www.espora.org/cama. 
csl_rfm@espora.org 

I Centro Social Libertario Ricardo Flores 
I Magon-Mexico City. 

i The Centro Social Libertario Ricardo Flores 
| Magon (Libertarian Social Center) has 
recently reorganized to consolidate more as a 
space of fullfilment, meeting, reflection and 
| anarchist collective action; as well as other 
liberation movements. The space is open for 
| the development of different activities such as 
skill shares and workshops; study groups; 

I conferences; food; conversation and teach-ins. 

| The projects that the space offers at the 
moment are a Cultural Co-op; a Movie Club; a 
I Radical Library and a paper named Autonomia. 

The Social Center originally opened in 1998. 

1 The use of name of the Anarchist Ricardo 
| Flores Magon is intended to reaffirm the 
memory of the struggle for freedom of the 
Mexican people. The collective invites 
| collectives or individuals to participate in this 
anarchist project to create a space of Social 
] Revolution. 

I Address: Cerrada de Londres No.14 interior 1 
I Colonia Juarez, Delegation Cuahtemoc. 

I www.espora.org/cama 
'csl_rfm@espora.org 
















13 


Continued from page 3 


2- MAKE THE WAR M ACHINE 



m l 


Further, practical oi>the-qround solidarity* believe that any movement that effectively .. . . _ _ 

can have a major impact on the safety of those challenges the status quo, regardless of the m ° S f march to apocalypse) or the war is over. What 

who are more vulnerable to arrest and-tactics employed, will always receive stated mtamous in the streets of Seattle in November could be simpler? Further, when those in the 
M brutality, but risk arrest anyway. Some such" repression, of which we have already gotten a ^999, when hundreds of affinity groups street are allowed to call their own shots, 

I examples are the tactics of forcible un-l taste. Repression is inevitable. But if we»blocked streets, the paths of WTO delegates, fb ase d on their own priorities and the mutual 
arresting, jail house solidarity, and generally concede effectiveness, we risk repression for* and in many cases successfully fought off ajd an d solidarity of their comrades, they 
^being mindful of the vulnerabilities of others, nothing. £StS ^invariably call the right ones. It is only through 

-when planninq and carryinq out direct action. I We desire a movement that is completely out ■ P Y Y ^autonomous direct action that we can foster an 

of control, like a force of nature, or a wild, leadership, which may have very different^ America.n insurgency capable of halting the 
cornered animal. In our experience, direct ^ priorities and ideas about what is at stake, war m a chine, and ultimately building the 
action that is organized autonomously and non- ■ just so they can negotiate us away with the — f ramewor k f or a new democratic, cooperative, 


r 

■We also recognize that the escalation of the 
'struggle can potentially mean that all of those 




who are more vulnerable in the movement f 
become therefore more at risk, regardless of | hierarchically is generally the most effective 
the roles they consciously play. However, wekind. This effectiveness has been 


State. What’s there to negotiate about?! 




peaceful society. 
Up the Ante!! 


A^ WSTORY OF U.S. TERROR 


IRAQ 



3 Decades of Intervention 




ly Sara M 

In the 22 months since the U.S. began the - _ 

bombing of Baghdad in 2003, a lot of activists* j/g jf w j n (^g Middle East, some of the worst coming justified the supposed peacetime buildup o" 

and anti-war sympathizers have come to see large enough to sustain U.S. forces in the Gulf. Efrom Turkey, an ally of the United States. The Ij the military, which began to receive more 
.the war in Iraq as a product of the Bush This enabled a quick war that quieted anti-war ■ U.S.’s double standard pertaining to Iraq "funding than during the Cold War, adjusted 
|administration. Because of this, a lot of the ( demonstrators, and made the 1991 Gulf War” became evident when Turkish armed forces tor inflation, by issuing repeated warnings 
modern anti-war movement has focused on possible. attacked Kurds on several occasions in so- h about Iran, Iraq, Libya, and North Korea. The 

getting Bush out of office and replacing him During the Iran-lraq war from 1980-1988, called safe havens created by the U.S. after"U.S. continued to bomb Iraq’s no fly zones 
■ with a Democrat who they hope would put a^ the U.S., under the Reagan administration, I the Gulf War. Their attacks were greater than throughout Clinton’s administration, and 
to toe madness, ignoring the fact that armed both sides in hopes that they would ™manv of Saddam’s attacf 


'stop w „ .... 

both George Bush and John Kerry ran as pro-> destroy each other, and neither would become 
war candidates in the 2004 election. While the/ dominant in the region. Iran and Iraq were 
Bush administration has definitely taken the-" unique in that both had large populations, 
U.S.’s colonial exploits in the Middle East to a' supplies of both water and oil, and were 
new level, their actions in Iraq have followed*, independent players that would challenge U.S. 
decades of interference under both* dominance in the Gulf. There were 400,000 
Republican and Democratic administrations* deaths in the eight-year war, which the U.S. 
that has caused the rise of anti-American'prolonged by their support of both sides, 
sentiment in the region. fc When Iraq invaded the oil-rich Kuwait in 

Some of the earliest roots of the U.S.’s^ 1991 . the U.S., now under the administration 

( wars with Iraq came from the Cartert of Bush I, intervened despite having supported 
administration in 1980. Known as the Carter^ Iraq’s earlier invasion of Iran. The reason forj 
Doctrine, Jimmy C cut a deal with Saudi this double standard, it seemed, was that 
1 Arabia, a country known for its human rights. Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait would threaten U.S. 

' abuses. axto totalitarian government, that’ oil interests there. Among Bush’s public 
_ would enable a quick sweep-in, attack, sweep-’’criticisms of Iraq that he used to justify the 1 

lUn A —m ikfiA mnn Onrlrln rw 1 A 


The U.S. double standard 
became evident when Turk 
ish armed forces attacke 
urds on several occas¬ 
ions in so-called safe h 
ens after the Gulf War. 


i 


.out war in the Persian Gulf. In return for 
I selling weapons to the government known for 
I executing suspected homosexuals and chopping 
i the hands off of suspected thieves, the Saudis 
I built a mil itary infr astruc t ure in their country 

i - 


Dppmg|six 
Saudis I Att 

ountryBE 

li" 


war to the American public was Saddam’s 
repression of the Kurds, a group of more than 
six million people divided among six countries.* 

Attacks against the Kurds have been rampant i U.S.’s allies in the region, Saudi Arabia and 
— Israel, would fit that description nicely. Clinton 


many of Saddam’s attacks, and yet then - 1 ordered massive air strikes 2 months prior to ■ 
president Bill Clinton was the only world | Clinton’s 1996 reelection, and on the eve of his I 
leader who continued to support Turkey as 1998 impeachment. Some people in the military Jj 

this was going on. _^recognized that the U.S.’s continued policing * 

4 Iraq was nothing short of imperialism. 
[Referring to a strike in 1999 that killed 
everal hundred Iraqis, Air Force Brigadier | v 
General William Loony said “they know we own I' 
heir country. We own their airspace...We | 
[dictate the way they live and talk. And that's 
[what's great about America right now. It's a' 
[good thing, especially when there is a lot of oil 

---... out there we need.” (Tinderbox, by Stephen 

When Clinton came into power in 1992, he Zunes) 

sought to isolate both Iran and Iraq by labeling . n would seem that Clinton, like Bush, used 
them rogue states meaning ThakJhey had J threat of Iraq to build his own popularity 
substantial military cagsbilmea, sought at home. During this time,the United Nations, 
WMDs, and violated international norms. j controlled for the most part by the US 
Neither country was unique in the Middle East | U p he | d sanctions against | raq that caused 
for having these qualities in fact, two of the thousands of children to die of malnutrition 

every year. 
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SOLIDARITY WITH TRANSIT WORKERS 


Continued from page 3 

and penalizes them two days pay for every day 
on strike. Thus, the MTA was able to put the 
focus on the illegality of the strike and 
simultaneously ignore the fact that they, too, 
were in violation of the same law. 

Indeed, the MTA’s actions towards the 
workers were hostile every step of the way. 
The directors at the MTA did not feel they 
had to justify any of their actions. Instead, 
they sought to take as much as possible from 
their workers without even trying to appear 
sympathetic. All the while, they have been 
giving themselves huge raises while claiming to 
have a deficit. 

QUESTIONABLE SPENDING 

When raising ticket prices, denying worker 
demands for improved safety, and negotiating 
contracts, the MTA cites a deficit, yet these 
supposed money problems have a way of 
disappearing during other times. In 2004, 
while the MTA sought to raise fare prices and 
institute a new. state tax, it approved a 22 % 
raise for executive director Katherine N. 
Lapp, raising her salary from $192,500 to 
$235,000. In addition, MTA directors have 
voted themselves a 20 % pay increase over the 
last five years. 

After claiming to have a very modest 
surplus in 2005, it was discovered the MTA 
actually had a surplus totaling, at the very 
least, a whopping $833 million. TWU 100 
estimated the surplus to be as much as $1 
billion. Hours before the December 16 
contract expired, the MTA voted to spend the 
entire surplus. 

LITTLE SUPPORT 

Despite the reasonable demands made by 
the workers and the financial surplus available, 
the workers had insufficient public support to 



continue the strike over a long period, perhaps 
because of its crippling effects on daily life. 

The reaction of the ruling class was typical. 
Billionaire mayor Michael Bloomberg called the 
strikers thugs. The MTA tried to make the 
workers look greedy. Major Democrats failed 
to support the strikers: Senator Hillary 
Clinton declared herself neutral on the issue 
and said she supported the Taylor Law. The 
mainstream media presented a brutally anti¬ 
worker depiction of the situation: they treated 
the strike as a rash decision that wasn’t worth 
it; they pitted workers against each other by 
focusing on the problems faced by commuters 
and the losses experienced by retailers; they 
emphasized the illegality on the part of the 
workers; the much talked about cover of 
Rupert Murdoch’s NY Post superimposed 
bars over the face of TWU 100 President 
Roger Toussaint with the words “JAIL 'EM.” 


The mainstream’s response to the strike 
was appalling but not surprising. What is most 
disappointing about the way this strike played 
out was the lack of support the strikers 
received from other unions. Not one union 
struck in solidarity with the workers, and 
other union leaders failed to so much as 
verbally support the transit workers, let alone 
join them on the picket lines. Even the workers’ 
own union turned on them, when the TWU 
International informed Toussaint it would not 
support a strike at the last minute of 
negotiations. TWU International called the 
strike illegal and unsanctioned, instructed the 
workers to scab during the strike, and sent 
lawyers to argue on the city’s behalf. 

While every facet of the mainstream turned 
its back on the strikers, certain groups and 
individuals stepped up to do all they could to 
support the strike. The New York .Metro Area 


Anarchists formed an ad hoc group to support 
the TWU 100 and called for a four hour rally / 
at the Brooklyn Bridge on the second aay of 
the strike. The Troops Out Now Coalition 
organized a rally on the third day of the strike 

and handed out leaflets to motorists. These 
are just a few of the many groups who came 
out in support of the workers, not to mention 
the various individuals who dropped banners, 
called Pataki and the MTA, signed petitions, 
and stood on the picket lines with the workers. 

CONCLUSION 

Given the odds stacked against the workers, 
they were able to at least have some successes 
in the contract. While they accepted the 
MTA’s low pay raise, they were able to reject 
the two-tiered pension plan, plus they got 
maternity pay, state disability coverage and 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day as a holiday. 

When TWU 100 went on strike, the goal was 
not to overturn the Taylor Law or challenge 
the capitalist system; they simply wanted a 
fair contract. Despite such moderate 
demands, they had no choice but to strike due 
to the MTA’s initial refusal to compromise on 
their offers. The fact that the workers were 
met with resistance from so many different 
angles, despite having such reasonable 
demands, shows the hostility this country has 
towards workers. 

This was a struggle that revealed the 
priorities of those who claim to be friends of 
labor. The transit workers learned the hard 
way that union leaders cannot be depended on. 
While various leaders failed to come through 
for the workers when it mattered most, it was 
the people, who are not bound by political or 
business interests, who came through and 
stood in solidarity with fellow workers. 
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an office building in downtown Oakland where a|fc And nex ^ f ew we eks grew intense. On J? greenhouse. But you’ll never see him bust a 
security guard buzzed us in. On the second 3 Monday Ray called a meeting, his first. B grow this size and I’ll tell you how I know. One 
floor was a reception lobby with about a dozen “j j us j wan j- welcome everybody to the Zh Friday afternoon in April ‘05 “Elliot Ness” 
clients seated and two rooms at the far end |*greatest job in the world. We sit and chat with™ himself shoved his way into this very spot. He 
with doctor’s nameplates on the doors.» our friends all day, break when we want,* and three officers took pictures of at least 
Through another door, a carpeted hallway led refrigerator full of snacks, smoke whenever we 5 two thousand plants, rooms with 20-30 lbs. 
us by a room with half a dozen people typing, jj| W ant, and get a good paycheck! We’ll beU hanging and/or curing in industrial gangboxes, 
filing, and answering phones, then on to a third K meeting like this every Monday morning™ a room with long screen tables where a crew 
room. This was a large open space with seven because I want to create a family here built on | trims and weighs, grafting labs — then left 
tables of plywood. Each was 8 ft. by 12 ft. and IK love and understanding — remember, ™ without issuing a citation 
stood two feet off the ground with a hundred compassion is our profession!” Next Monday I This all happened about two weeks after 

gallon water tank under it, and on each table ®d«w/v,iu -- w.r. 

were between 80 and 100 marijuana plants 
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between four and six feet tall. This was one of! 



Ray called another meeting, his last. 

“The next person to look at the time clock,” I 
he said, “is fired!” That statement set the * 
tone for company — employee relations for the J 
rest of my employment there, which spanned ■ 
three years. 

Ray was dismissed in a matter of days — his | 
boss act wasn’t effective enough, and his 5 
popularity was waning. A new supervisor, Rico, | 
was coming to replace him. Rico had run a club 
of his own but ended up in jail. Now released, he 
was the ideal manager — so despised in the 
community that three people quit before he 
showed up and a few more the week he 
started. Rico had big indoor plans, and finding 
out my past professional experience as a metal 
journeyman, he very politely asked if I would do 
some work for him. Thus began a strange 
relationship between an alcoholic control freak 
raised on an Idaho potato farm where his 
father terrorized migrants .and a union metal 
worker twice his age who’d rather spit on his 
boss than be terrorized by him. 

The first job was to prepare for inspection. 

The grow rooms were set up by kids who had 
been growing pot in their closets and the place 
was a mess. Rumors were, the inspection was a 
result of the last spill — workers were 
constantly forgetting to turn off garden 
hoses — which dumped over 300 gallons (along 
with the ceiling) on the computer system of 
the optometrist's dHice on the first floor. 



three such rooms where I spent the next 1 
months. 

At closing time Ray came by. 

“Ready to get paid?” and he led me to the 
stairwell, up to the third floor and a closed 
door. Outside the closed door was a line of 
waiting workers. Every minute or so one would 
come out and another would enter. When my 
turn came I entered a 6 ft. by 6 ft. room with a 
five foot table spanning half of it and a burly 
security guard standing at the end of the 
table. On the table was a cardboard box the 
size of an egg crate and it was full of bills — 
tens, twenties, fifties — all spilling over onto 
the table and floor. The head of Kenny, the 
general manager, poked out over the top of 
this lush green mountain. 

“Hey, bro — how was your first day? What 
we owe ya —1 50 — here ya go my friend, see 
ya tomorrow!” 

I was left with a very, dubious feeling of 
security — knowing the money was good, but 
never having been paid like a migrant worker or 
a mobster after a heist. Ray explained that the JS 
company had simply outgrown itself and B 
everything got out of hand. 

“The boss walked in one day to an empty 
shop with all the plants dying, and found his 
crew in the basement watching sex videos and ^ 

snortin’ coke - that’s why I was anxious top So we cleaned up and they came - a gaggle — (both controlled toxins for tobacco) and more |" X Z “'' nces h e a“rew"orTv7n oneor 'iwo If he 
qetyouhere. • Sof councilmen in suits, a police chief, a, hon , .. lllH , ; . t "extraouncesnegrew,orevenoneortwo. itne 

The payroll system was considerably ■ community — police liaison (whose real name is these are on | y perm j tted for f arm | anc j s and | c ^ s °™ e extr f . clones he c ? uld 96t eaC t h 
updated shortly after as money was 5Larry Carrol) and walked around with 

disappearing left and right. Kenny was found ^clipboards taking notes and looking important B t0 M use r J seen ? hem used in y urban areas under exa0 unces orsome dies to seS I dor* 
at the center of a scam where the stock jThey left and a f ew weeks later Larry Carrol J anH nOYt tn anartmontc res t aU r a nts and retail 2 6ounc ® s ’° r cl ° n ® s t0 sel1 - 1 ° on 1 
hnunht nn thp cprnnd finnr wac hainn takpn nexT 10 a P a nrnenis, resiauranis ana reran ■| <now of a single club that will buy clones from 

bought on the second floor was being taken stores, sprayed so thick that the workers "patients. They have lots of explanations but I’ll 

couldn t enter the room the next day for ^ e || y 0U th e reason. The smallest club can sell 
burning eyes and choking. And sprayed so thick ™ severa | hundred every day and at ten bucks a 
the plants, so they werejpop thstt's thousands of dollars a day of often 


requested a transfer to an “above ground” 

| post (a public dispensary) on the gut feeling | 
j that the hothouse was too hot. ■■ 

I want to end the story here lest it become | 
j an expose of one club rather than a meaningful "j 
statement. The whole industry is riddled with I 

f ' RS h TTi ■ •* ^ problem here is actually quite simple!_ 

“T" las ' ~ ? cn - T and a handlul !- greed - and so is the solution The laws ■ 

Oaksterdam I ventilated more than one 

thatatot'ofwteMsteno^ldafriSSlisteners to replace them at harvest. That's 5 
that a lot of what is being sold as. medicine is ■ on .. m L w _. . .. ■ 

_. r-• ,7 , 1 . —enough tor a patient to accommodate his* 

no more beneficial than chewing tobacco a B neec j s mav be some to share or redeem at a ™ 

fungus, bacteria, mildew(powdery and downy) j! 0 '!) s f arter P| an j s ’ e f c - '* 9 et s expensive, g 

and molds. Natural predators are missing and 1 a ! en , tru 'y can wor ^’ a ™ 

with anything less than an extremely well= CORCerne A d fnand cou ' d 9 ro " f ° r one oth ® r i 

designed (and costly) ventilation system, ■P erson ' 1 An ' ndo °,l garden of 1A4 or 9 anica y = 

gardens face a Pandora’s box of affliction. m gr T P ' antS ' S a " f y ° n ® TJ d su ( ccessfully ■ 

■produce, especially with 144 starters to™ 

I have yet to see any large grow that was ™ pr ep a re — think of the work involved. And I 
properly ventilated. Almost all growers i nobody cou | d turn that j n to a capital* 

resort to burning sulfur, spraying sulfur, JJenterprise. That’s obviously the vision of the 
coating the leaves with oils, common pesticides “ 


- IM v;,, I..C ...ai ,.uu,. _ anH flinn[ , iHoc fnr rtrnomQntolc nn .compassionate lawmakers, and that vision can. 

Inspectors had been in the building twice I f a d " 9 Jip d 7npt I st ' 11 be seen through the cess P ° o1 ot ! 

already, but both times they found what they Z cpa tS an H St w lrL nn t! I corruption and 9 reed that threatens t0 drown 

were lookinq for in the front office and never ■ EPA tes,s aa d 9 ^. licensed for spraying the | it before it is born | 

made it to the grow rooms. But this inspection 3^7 S MPnH^tnx^flPfl 0 nnSrt ■ Clubs that are truly clubs - When the i 
was for real. ^ ^ P^^^Jindustry began everyone understood the i 

" "" " ... |program -r- a patient could bring in a few | 


I sprayed on plants, Avid and Terramaster 


“The whole industry is ~ 
riddled with 


:corruption in the 
police...” 


upstairs to weigh and trim rooms, placed in 
garbage pails and carried out by the trash 
man, a friend of Kenny’s. One day Kenny and his 
secretary stopped coming in, and even as 
rumors were flying a new club opened around 
the corner featuring Kenny and his new wife 
with what was calculated at about half a million ^Jcaiied two meetings with our club in City Hall 
in contraband. This was to become a pattern in^| and told us we would be issued one of four 
the company for the three years I worked ^Coperating licenses to be issued in Oakland, 
there - at least two other clubs and a ^tawithin weeks all but five clubs were closed 
hydroponics supply shop were opened on funds ^ dow n. One very profitable and high profile club 
or stock embezzled from this company. This Hp|failed to comply. Every afternoon a motorcade 


■ 

i 


was not a typical cannabis club, you see: I was Sjjof police cars would pull up and two officers 
working for what was to become the biggest would go inside, issuing the owner a $1000 
supplier of cannabis in U.S. history-over half IE ticket Shortlv after, thev and the owner 
a dozen shops throughout California and 


sufficient supply to back them up. I’m talking i 
Ronald McMarijuanald. And I’m only speaking of | 
what I know the DEA and the IRS are aware of.! 
No names are real. 

On the way home, Ray explained that in! 
Oakland, each patient is legally allowed 721 
plants. If they’re too sick or otherwise unable! 
to keep a garden, a friend or caregiver can[ 
grow for them. 

The club (or big grower) collects patients’! 
permits and grows 72 plants for each[ 
hundreds or thousands in total - and patient?" 
can buy it back for $300-$500 per plant, onf 
average. Compassion often gets hung on a 
loophole as needy, often terminal patients are 
unable to finance medicine prescribed by their 
doctors, not recognized by their insurance 
companies, but grown on the basis of their own 
personal (and valid) needs. 

“We’re the first company to test the laws j 
to this extent,” Ray said, “But the Oakland 
City Council has requested a tour, including 
the chief of police and several councilmen, so \ 
get ready!” 


ticket. Shortly after, they and the owner 
would leave, closing the shop. This continued 
for weeks. 

But aside from this crackdown, Rico had 
ambitions. He found a warehouse and set up to 
grow a million dollars worth of cannabis every 
eight weeks — three rooms, 1200 plants in 
each. His supervisory techniques were 
treacherous — threatening workers, pitting 
them against each other for fun, working them 
60 or 70 hrs. a week for straight time, insults, 
temper tantrums, abuse on every level. He also 
had to contract PG&E to upgrade the street 
transformer, to 300,000 watts a day which it 
draws for exactly 12 hrs. a day, 365 days a 
year. When the warehouse uses this much 
electricity, ships nothing out, and when an 


B t 

that it started to 

cut down and sent to market. Chewing tobacco b ax . free profits in the lowest overhead 
starting to sound good yet? And I know thatl business you1l ever see Either the owner or j 

, m adn ? lding comp ' an u ce ’ , but a so ' <r J ow ,dat *one of his close friends is invariably supplying I 
the EPA has entered the places I speak of andJ c | ones _ ^ nd se j|j n g a f ew ounces — I only know [ 

taken samples on complaints from sick|» Qne c | u k 0 f a b 0 ut twenty I’ve dealt with that ^ 
workers, so I will plea not guilty. My position_ w j|j even look at less than a quarter pound, 
(and my own quality and method of growing M some requiring several pounds for an audience. __ 
was known to my co-workers so I was never* y b j s a | one has created a complete social ■ 
even asked to participate in the sprays. I was J structure of supplier, producer and customer ™ 
very vocal about quality and castigated for it,- that has nothing t0 do with the conce pt 0 f a | 

and ultimately disillusion is the reason that l| P | ub aad is being set up to exploit the patients. ™ 
have abandoned this industry. And it is theljone place I worked even charges $135 yearly I 
ultimate % by night industry - none of theB membership fees t0 the customers!! 
places I mention is still in operation, even within^ Personally, I’m disgusted. This herb is truly a " 
a year of my exit. But the growers are still — holistic blessing — how many people realize m 
around, and the methods are not improving, ■that the only known substance that can alter 5 
Labor violations are a given when workers" the ceHu | ar struc t ure 0 f an AIDS or a| 
have no recourse but through a system that| c h emo th era py sufferer to accept food instead ■■ 
arbitrarily decides to treat them like workersvomiting is found in THC? That manic -1 
with rights or like felons. I ve seen a fewHdepressives, alcoholics, hyperactive people, ™ 
owners disappear while their workers sat in jsil™j ns0 mniacs and many others use it to balance I 
cells your boss takes your labor, the state ■themselves emotionally with great success, Z 
and federal authorities take your taxes, and Sthanking God that there’s an alternative toB 
you take the rap — Oaksterdam 2K. By thell|j^j um 0 r Ritalin? That far more hard drug2 
way, from what I ve seen the average wage is* US 0 r g fj nc j marijuana to be the “gateway” out J 

B - comparable to McDonald s. And the doctors""Qf drug addiction than the “gateway” in? That* 
who make a profession here — picture an ■vvhgn th e g 0Vernmen t d eC id e d to m a k e it jll e g a l S 
office open six days a week, no doctor but two H ama sent a delegation of over twenty J 

experts to testify to the insanity of the act at"» 


office worker mixes up her phone orders and 0 r three “trained medical consultants” who 
lists the address and phone number of the-j S p e nd about five minutes with each patient and— t he federal hearinas 

underground grow in the yellow pages as aJJ stack up piles of recommendations for the| The Medical mariiuana issue has become such™ 
cannabis dub, do you think il's a secret? I got a =j doclor to sign and mail out. That's 36 patients 5 , s fcefeshS5th?» ,1 »SuofSi 
kick out ot seeing Officer Halloran (who made ■ an hour at $100 - J150 a pop, and you don’t ■fhe mediS Wess'ws Td say wete better oS 
the cover of S.F Weekly as the new Elliot |J even have to show up. As usual, the AMA comes =tniying it on the area from criminals who maJ| 
Ness for conducting his own raids on citizens) ^ out on top of the heap or at the bottom of the ■ have a more j n tearitv than the tVDe oS 

™ ke ., tba 2 P. ag l s f f b :? ga SI bucket - depending on whether you're looking at jjj bus j n essmen and officials who are invading thefi 
less than 200 plants a few blocks from thisj^jt monetarily or morally. "industry today ■ 
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the absence of a message. To the dancers, the 
pit sends another message, that this hasn’t 
been an easy life, there’s no sign its going to 
get easier, and in contrast, this full-contact 
slamming is relaxing. People don’t pick you up 
when you fall out in the street. People dance 
in the pit to celebrate their resilience. They 
are demonstrating before witnesses that they 
can take it, that fear hasn’t beaten them. 

“It is important to note that many early 
punk scenes referred to this type of dance as 
‘thrashing’, the moshing term culturally 
seemed to gain significance during the 
hardcore metaj crossover days. ” - Wikipedia 

Strangely, self-preservation or “learning 
how to survive a beating” doesn’t show up too 
often at the olde skill share. For punks in the 
pit, and political punks even more so, this skill 
set is key. There isn’t much anybody can do 


“We on the stage have to watch the pain on\ 
the faces of the people being pushed into the\ 
stage. We like to look at pretty girls and theyl 
move from the front when they get pushed by\ 
the gorillas in the pit. Most people who do, 
have no personal style and look like jocks or\ 
hillbillies or people who just started listening 
to corporate punk. They don’t even do it right. 
They shove people or push their way into the\ 
crowd. Which starts fights and makes, venuesl 
not want to book us. It also breaks the crowdl 
up so it looks, from the stage, like there is a 
hole in the crowd. It is much more fun to pogol 
and bounce off each other. It was called ‘slaml 
dancing’ it was how it was done before Grungel 
rockers, Heavy metal guys, and Hardcore guysl 
started doing it. Have fun, but quit pissing me \ 
off.“ -The Phenomenauts 


It’s just a way to connect, to remind us that 
we aren’t alone in our alienation. We are 



that could break our will. After all, getting^ 
into the pit would tend to desensitize people 
to violence and fear, unless, like most, they are 
already desensitized by our unwholesome 
culture. 

It is catharsis, an exorcism of society’s 
possession of us. There are no rules in the pit 
because the allure of the idea comes from its 
unpredictability. Even the doofs that come in 
from having moshed at stadium metal shows, 
who think it serves girls right to get punched 
in the face if they get too close to the pit. 
Those guys keep the pit from getting tame. 
Or the drunk guy that keeps sloppily trying to 
pull people into the circle. Or your skinhead 
buddy who says hi by giving you a shoulder 
check that if you aren’t ready for, could knock 
you off your feet. 

The pit is surrounded by a line of people 
both watching the band and the dancers. Ram 
into one of the real punks that inhabit the 
edge, they’ll laugh sometimes or maybe their 
expression wouldn’t change as they shove 
dancers, hard, back into the circle. On 
occasion, I’ve seen these guys on the edge of 
the pit hold the circle open for other kinds of 
dancers, hip-hop, break, improvised solos. 

The slamdance came out of the pogo. The 
pogo is almost as old as punk, the very first 
bands were doing it on stage. Add the ability 
to get up on stage at the smaller clubs for a 
second when the. band is playing, we can see 
diving as a natural progression. 


alienated along with countless other aliens. 
Bands have fans who just want to blow off 
steam at the end of a week filled with witness 
of the subject of the songs. 

The pit is a galvanizer and it attracts all 
kinds of people. Many bands will jump down 
into the pit to dance and sing with the 
audience. That Friday night at Gilman, Bury 
the Living’s lead singer sang the first few 
songs of their set from the pit. It’s an 
interactive experience which breaks down the 
barriers between audience and performer. It 
is not exactly tranquil. A good show ends with 
no one getting hurt so bad they’re out for the 
night. A bad show is when no one gets hurt at 
all. All this subculture and creativity takes its 
toll. 

I took my dad to a Leftover Crack show in 
Richmond, it was his first show. It was a 
packed house and we were by the door where 
the sound was good. Dad ended up getting 
rammed by dancers every few minutes or so as 
the music pumped the crowd like an artery. 
The door kejDt opening and closing and making 
us move. 

Finally, Stza stopped and told the crowd 
that there was space over on the other side of 
the floor. We went through the crowd as the 
music started again, slipping through the slick, 
moist crowd of inebriation and sure enough 
Stza’s perspective from the stage was 
completely correct. Good ‘ol Dad spent the 
rest of the set thankfully free of collision. 




Saying “Goodbye 


Practical tools for coping with grief 


Continued from page 1 

their loss, they have an incredible opportunity 
to make it a conscious transition. "The End" is 
not bad or to be feared, but it usually comes 
whether you want it to or not. Better to face 
it with a plan.' 

My partner and I have talked about what we 
will do if our rather serious relationship ends; 
we could either destroy each other (not 
desirable) or part as friends with mementos 
of our intimacy. There is no reason why this 
change must be destructive. We just need to 
recognize if our lives are so different that we 
can’t be close anymore. 

When my mother battled 4 years of cancer, 
we tried to get as many stories as we could of 
her life in her own words and share meals as 
often as we could be together. When she 



finally died, we were there holding her hand, we 
were in each others’ company up to the last 
minute. Friends, and some very sweet 
acquaintances, kept us in food and company as 
we got through the first weeks without her. It 
was also important to me to keep up momentum 
in my life. I stayed active in music, stayed in 
school and tried to maintain a routine. Without 
ignoring that a huge part of me was hurt, I 
kept comfortable and familiar things nearby. 
WHEN YOU DON’T 

Sometimes loss happens without 
anticipation, and then we search for the 
message, the reason, and the straws of 
memory. The addition of shock to grief can 
make staying stable more difficult. At times 
like this, it’s good to know who and how to ask 
for help, and take some time off to let yourself 
adjust to a different reality. There are 
thousands of self-help grief books out there, 
and some of them really do give good advice. 
However, I’m wary of being told how we can 
have closure, especially through things like a 
funeral, and the pain doesn't ever really 
disappear, no matter how much you accept it. 

Perhaps the best way I dealt with losing a 
parent was to have a group of peers who were 
also grieving. We met once a week with a 
counselor (this was in high school) and had 
totally unstructured time. Though we rarely 
discussed our parents unless someone new 
joined the group (losses were sudden, long 
illness, suicide, murder or accident), it was 
really helpful to be in the company of other 
people who had random thoughts like "dead 
people really do look they're made of wax” or 
"shit, my mom won't oome to graduation now” 
or "why does my English teacher make us read 
so many tragedies?". I didn’t feel so weird, 
knowing that other people referenced their 
grief like I did. 

GETTING THROUGH IT 

If I had to describe the ways in which try 
largest grief has changed over the years, i t 
would be with two sets of pictures. In the 


first, my grief starts out all consuming. Then 
it becomes a distinct part of my identity which 
I occasionally reference. As I get farther away 
in time, the grief sort of scatters throughout 
my life, influencing all of it but dominating 
none. The second is a decreasing sinusoidal 
wave, marking the intensity of the pain I feel. 
Sometimes it really sucks. Sometimes, I feel as 
though maybe I would be a much worse person 
if I never suffered. Other times, I nearly 
forget that my life ever sucked. 

But honestly, the point is that it isn't 
intensely horrible forever. You will 
compartmentalize and integrate your grief if 
you give it space. And good things will happen 
to you in the meantime. Even if you never get 
over it. 

CHOOSE YOUR RITUALS 

Perhaps the most disappointing part of 
abandoning religion for me was the realization 
that most organized rituals don’t do much for 
me. There is nothing radical about death, but 
we can find radical ways to deal with death. 
Wakes and funerals (though they did once 
supposedly assure folks that the dead were 
really dead) have never really helped me grieve. • 
I want a pine box or an incinerator, so choosing 
the silk in the casket and the readings from 
Acts of the Apostles doesn't soothe me. A 
beer with friends in memory of the loss? 
Burning or burying mementos you don’t want 
to keep? Writing or singing or dancing? Hell 
yeah. Draw your own pictures. Being artistic 
is helpful in grieving, I've found. Favorite 
places and things to do can be great or 
traumatic. You'll know once you try whether i t 
helps to be there. 

As each of us tries to untangle the 
commerce from our lives (a task not ever 

complete), understanding the significance of 
one's actions helps recreate rituals that avoid 
trite mementos and empty words. While in the 
midst of grief, rituals to help get through 
denial and shock, or perhaps to numb instead, 
offer some soothing. Afterwards, it's 

probably necessary to have some new routines 
to supplement what was lost. Whether it's 
scheduling meals or finding new hobbies or 
solitude that helps- try it. 

I want people to laugh and cry about the 
times I was thoroughly dorky when I'm dead and 
to forget my birthday as often as they did 
while I was alive. It’s selfish and disrespectful, 
to me, to ask others for more attention than 
they can honestly spare. We should give our 
dead what we can, without giving up living. It's 
the least we can do with the time we've got. 


Back issue Project 

We’ll send you a random assortment of back 
issues for the cost of postage: send us $2 for 
2 lbs or $3 for 4 lbs. Free if you’re an infoshop 
or library. Or drop by our office. Send cash or 
check to Slingshot to: Slingshot 3124 
Shattuck Ave. Berkeley, CA 94705. _ 





































































1 6SI 'on liouad 
VO ‘Ae|a>|J8g, 

aivd 

■ s6eisod S'd 
'S-iQ )!JOJd -UQN 


Q31S3nD3a 30JAU3S 39NVH0 


S0ZV6 VO ‘Ae|e>|j0a 
■0av wieiis VS IS 

|nen 6uo~| 


Z 6d aag pa)9|9p aq jo sn lostuop jpapua sei) uonduosqns jnoA „68 anssi isb~i. speaj |sqe| 6ui|!Biu jnoA p 


l&lO-Otfi OLG • J!|eo fiaiaxjag • any namieiis wie 

Bio’ineiiBnoiaqi'MMM 


U-C uns • 6-9 sjnm - uew uado 


doqs aun t Hoog • laiuaiui aaq • amuaw • luejqn empuai • moon nnpaag leaipeg 


luejqii leagpey dousojui ineH fiuoi 





















































































